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Dial-a-Ride 
chaos threat 


Disabled people who rely on the Dial-a-Ride service could be left stranded this 
September because of a threatened strike by London drivers. 


- At the same time, DaRT, a 
charity that campaigns for 
accessible transport in the capi- 
tal, has sacked four of its five 
staff amidst allegations of 
embezzlement and intimidation. 
Staff at the six Dial-a-Ride 
companies across London, 
which serve 64,000 people, will 
hold a second ballot on 
4 September to decide whether 
to take industrial action. They 
are angry about a 1 per cent pay 
offer from London Transport. 
Transport and General Work- 
ers’ Union (TGWU) regional 
organiser Ken Fuller, who is 
representing the staff, said they 


did not want to affect users of 
the service, but felt they had to 
make a stand. 

“The mood is one of anger 
and frustration. The staff feel 
that the commitment and good- 
will they have demonstrated 
over many years has been taken 
for granted.” 

If the vote is for action, it still 
might fall short of a strike, he 
added. It could mean working 
to rule, or even refusing to take 
people’s fares. 

Elsie Chapman, aged 77, relies 
on the service twice a week to 
go shopping and to visit a club 
for disabled people. 
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Leadership in Worldwide Healthcare 


“How do they expect us to 
manage?” she said. 

But Central London Dial-a- 
Ride manager Colin Jones said 
management’s hands were tied 
because the Department of 
Transport refuses to give more 
money. “Any sort of industrial 
action is likely to harm users 
most,” he said. 

The action is taking place at 
the same time as bitter internal 
wrangling at the Dial-a-Ride 
and Taxicard charity DaRT, 
which has 17,000 members 
across London. 

In July, four of the five staff 

Continued on page 2 


Love is in the air: Anna, 20, and Matthew Russell, 21, who have 


Down’s syndrome, won the right to live together as a married couple at 
the end of July. They were married last year after a four-year courtship, 
and now live with Anna’s former foster mother in East Hanning- 
field, Essex. But Anna’s father, Bill Hankin, tried to have the marriage 
annulled, claiming Anna was incapable of making decisions for herself. 
Lawyers for Mr Hankin finally withdrew the High Court action. An 
overjoyed Anna said: “I love Matthew and I just want to be with him.” 
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Kids’ training faces axe 


A voluntary training 
scheme for young people 
with learning disabilities 
faces the axe after cuts in its 
funding by a Training and 
Enterprise Council (TEC). 

There are fears that the cut is 
part of a growing trend around 
the country. 

The Roots and Shoots centre in 
Kennington, south London, 
which trains 20 people, used to 
get £84 a week per trainee from 
South Thames TEC before it col- 
lapsed in February (DN March). 

Central London TEC, Centec, 
has taken over funding, but has 
only offered £40 a week per 
trainee. There will be an extra 
£1,000 for each trainee who 


passes a foundation course, up 
to a maximum of 12 trainees, 
but this will still leave the college 
£60,000 short, said manager 
Linda Phillips. 

The Government pays TECs a 
basic rate for training and then 
a top-up depending on results. 
TECs fund training centres, 
“providers”, in the same way. 

“When a lot of our trainees 
come to us, they cannot read or 
write,” said Ms Phillips. 

“The £40 only covers the Gov- 
ernment’s standard training 
allowance and travel expenses.” 

Martin Ayton, policy and cam- 
paigns officer at the National 
Council for Voluntary Organisa- 
tions, believes TECs are giving 
special projects a lower priority. 


“The logic of funding means 
that smaller and specialist 
providers become less viable.” 

Centec blames 
cutbacks. A statement said: “It 
is extremely difficult for any 
TEC to fund training where the 
output is rehabilitation rather 
than achievement of formal 


Government 


qualifications.” 

However, a Department for 

Education and Employment 
spokesperson said: “The TECs 
themselves wanted to go over to 
an outcome-based system of 
funding.” 
* Lambeth Council, which gives 
the centre an £88,000 grant and 
a reduced rent of £3,650 a year, 
is to increase the rent nearly 
fourfold, to £11,500, next year. 


2 News 


Motability coffers empty 


Motability’s Mobility Equip- 
ment Fund (MEF) and Drivers’ 
Fund (DF) have run out of-cash. 

MEF’s £2 million and DF’s £1 
million annual grants from the 
Department of Social Security 
(DSS) have been allocated. 

Disabled drivers or their fami- 
lies who need a grant for an 
adapted vehicle are being told 
there is “a minimum” wait of 
12 months. 

Yet there is over £40 million in 
Motability’s Tenth Anniversary 
Trust (TAT), a charity set up to 
provide funds to Motability for 
charitable purposes. 

The MEF/DF crisis is a result 
of poor anticipation by manage- 
ment, slow adaptation work, 
and a tightened up DSS ruling 
on carrying over grant money. 

Grant offers worth nearly £2 
million were made last year, 
which could not be paid for by 
April this year because adapta- 
tions had not been completed. 

Only 2 per cent of the unused 
grant could be carried over, so 


Dial-a-Ride Chaos 
Continued from page 1 


were suspended after being 
accused of “gross insubordina- 
tion” and “the unauthorised use 
of, or spending of, a £20,000 
redundancy fund”. 

But they have hit back, accus- 
ing the management of intimi- 
dation, running a_ personal 
vendetta, not following proper 
disciplinary procedures or 


informing the executive 


over £1 million of accumulated 
grants was returned to the DSS. 
After the 1994-5 offers were 
met, existing users came next. 
New users have been hit hardest. 
On a single day in August, 
Morigue Cornwell, director of 
the Banstead Mobility Centre, 
had to tell four “distressed fam- 
ilies” urgently wanting a grant 
that there was a year’s wait. 
One disabled driver, for whom 


Motability requested an assess- . 


ment in March because “it 
might be best” for her “to ter- 
minate her existing agreement 
and obtain a more suitable 
vehicle”, was turned down for a 
replacement vehicle in August. 

“Demand on the MEF cur- 
rently exceeds the available 
monies,” she was told. 

David Griffiths of the 
National Mobility Centre in 
Shrewsbury, who did the assess- 
ment, said: “Motability is giv- 
ing this lady with deteriorating 
rheumatoid arthritis the choice 
of continuing to drive a vehicle 


committee of their actions. 

Assistant Danny 
Cripps, who was ill at the time 
of the allegations, is furious at 
the actions of his colleagues. 

“Tam gutted about it. It is just 
revenge against loyal staff.” 

He says the staff could not 
have used £20,000 because there 
is no redundancy fund. It was 
an accounting exercise to carry 
funds over from one year to the 
next and the money has been 
fully accounted for. 


treasurer 


which is likely to make her 
condition worse and could be 
dangerous, or becoming house- 
bound. I thought the aim of 
Motability was to prevent dis- 
abled people being housebound.” 

Morigue Cornwell said: “We 
all dreaded that Simon Willis’ 
sudden departure would have 
an adverse effect on the every- 
day workings of Motability. 
Motability needs consistent lead- 
ership, and I am relieved Noel 
Muddiman is now in post.” 

Mr Muddiman, full-time 
director from August, will dis- 
cuss the carry-over limit with 
the DSS. “It concerns me. You 
can’t have people waiting for 
that length of time.” 

He is preparing projections for 
both funds for September, but is 
hampered by lack of informa- 
tion for the two-year-old DE. 

The TAT already helps with 


drivers’ deposits, he said. 
“There is an issue here of 
whether charitable funds 


should assist public funds.” 


He says he is unable to get into 
the DaRT building because the 
locks have been changed. 

Executive committee member 
Rebecca Yeo has_ resigned 
“because of the confrontational 
and unconstitutional” actions 
of management. 

The Charity Commission and 
conciliation service Acas are 
both investigating the case. The 
London Borough Grants Unit 
(LBGU), which funds the char- 
ity to the tune of £143,000 a 


cabaret got under way in July, writes Andrew Davies. Acts included — 
Wise Wound, Katherine Araniello, aka The Sick Cow, (above), The 
Lawnmowers and the Corali Dance Co. Some performances were 
uneven in places, but it was free and ran on time. An enjoyable day. 
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Access to Work fears 


The Government has refused to 
comment on union fears that it 
is planning to force employers 
to foot half the bill for help given 
to disabled workers through the 
Access to Work scheme. 


year will meet to discuss future 
funding on 20 September. 

Former chairman Keith Arm- 
strong said: “If DaRT goes, dis- 
abled people will not have a 
voice. They have wrecked it.” 

Acting chairperson Doreen 
Harris denied all the allega- 
tions. The staff had not been 
accused of embezzlement. 

“As they are going through an 
appeals procedure at the 
moment, I don’t feel that I can 
add anything more,” she said. 
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The Gypsy is an attractive and 
robust electrically powered 
wheelchair that can be used 

outdoors and indoors in comfort 

and safety. Its well engineered 
components are designed to 
dismantle and reassemble with 
ease and without tools. 
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Enjoy a holiday with CARE at 
QUEENS COURT 


NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 
Colwyn Bay 
Respite holiday breaks can be taken with or without the guest's 
Carer. In either case, our aim is to ensure the change of routine 
is beneficial to both. Qualified nursing staff and resources on 
hand 24 hours a day to meet the needs of all our guests. 


Write, telephone or Fax for an Information Pack. 
CARE LINK, FREEPOST 647, 10-12 THE PROMENADE, 


SOUTHPORT PR8 1BR. (No stamp required) 
Tel: (01704) 545050 Fax: (01704) 545200 


or contact Queens Court direct at 
487 ABERGELE ROAD, OLD COLWYN, CLWYD, LL29 9AE 
Tel: (01492) 516732 Fax: (01492) 513427 


The scheme keeps 9,000 peo- 


ple in work, says the TUC. 
Liberal Democrat MP Liz 
Lynne said cuts would 


“inevitably lead to more dis- 
abled people claiming benefit.” 

Tom Clarke, Shadow Minister 
for Disabled People, said Gov- 
ernment policy on disability 
was led by the Treasury. 

The TUC is also worried the 
Government will only pay for 
adaptations on top of those 
required of firms under the Dis- 
ability Discrimination Bill. 
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Gulf War blow 
Disabled Gulf War veterans 
battling for compensation 
suffered a blow in August, 
after an inquiry in the 
United States found there 
was “no clinical evidence” 
for a unique “Gulf War syn- 
drome”. 1,000 UK soldiers 
claim the condition has left 
them mentally ‘or physically 
disabled (DN February). 


Exam worry . 

Pupils sitting GCSE and A- 
level exams may be abusing 
dispensations intended to 
help disabled students. 
Pupils with a disability are 
allowed help, such_as use of 
a word processor or extra 
time. But the Associated 
Examining Board is worried 
about an increasing number 
of “difficult-to-define” con- 
ditions, such as “attention 
deficit disorder”, being put 
forward by parents and edu- 
cational psychologists. 


Asthma warning 
The National Asthma Cam- 
paign (NAC) is calling for 
better air quality warnings as 
people with asthma continue 
to suffer over the hot summer. 
A number of deaths have 
been reported linked to the 
heat. But the NAC is stressing 
that asthma is not just trig- 
gered by hot weather. Pollu- 
tion and other factors, such 
as household pets and dust 
can be to blame. “Asthma is a 
year round problem,” said a 
spokesperson. 


Wheelchair wait 
Wheelchair users often wait 
months for an assessment 
and then months again for 
the chair itself, claims the 
Chartered Society of Physio- 
therapy (CSP). “Too many 
disabled people are getting a 
raw deal from a_ service 
designed to give them inde- 
pendence,” said CSP national 
council chairman Patricia 
McCoy. “Proper investment 
in high-quality wheelchairs 
would probably save money 
in the longer term.” 


What’s in DN 
next month? 


* Car crazy — David Griffiths 
on this year’s Motor Show 


* Edinburgh Festival — DN 
gets seriously luvvie 


* Is student life all beer and 
baked beans? Our diarist 
tell it as it is 


... plus the best news, jobs 
and classifieds 


News 3 


Couple’s rough justice 


A disabled couple who twice 
drove for eight hours to get to a 
Hampshire court have slammed 
as “humiliating” court officials 
who they claim left them more 
than £100 out of pocket. 

Ivor Badger, from Pen- 
maenmawr, north Wales, was to 
give evidence in a case at Win- 
chester Crown Court in July. 

He has a back and heart con- 
dition, diabetes, glaucoma and 
uses a wheelchair. His wife 
Doreen has terminal cancer and 
a partially collapsed lung. Both 
are on income support. 

The first time they got to 


court, they found the case had 
been adjourned. 

They were given £63.15 to 
cover accommodation, but no 
help in finding an accessible 
place to stay. 

“Eventually we gave up,” said 
Mr Badger. “My dear lady was 
so ill. We put our reclining seats 
down and rested for two hours. 
Then I decided to return to 
Wales to get her medical help.” 

They returned to court a week 
later, and were told they would 
have to pay back the £63.15 since 
they did not stay anywhere. 

This time they found accom- 


Psychologist John Kenworthy (/eft) and lecturer Joe Whittaker were facing jail in August in their fight 


modation — but they also found 
that the court was inaccessible, 
forcing Mr Badger to be 
brought in a back route. The 
only public parking was a 
multi-storey 150 yards away. 

“In the end we had no alterna- 
tive but to park on the yellow 
lines at the rear of the court,” 
said Mr Badger. 

As the case finished late in the 
afternoon, they asked to be able 
to stay another night, but were 
refused, and again had to drive 
overnight back to north Wales. 

Mr Badger estimates he has 
been left £144 out of pocket. 


Bees 


to place Niki Crane (far left) and Zak Lewis in a mainstream school. The men are refusing to pay fines 


imposed after a sit-in at the Lancashire County Council’s offices in Preston. 
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“No-one should have to go 
through this again. Just because 
my legs are dead does not mean 
that I am brain dead,” he said. 

Court clerk Angela Marydale 
said that, as Mr Badger had 
lodged a formal complaint 
which was still under investiga- 
tion, she could not comment on 
his case. She did concede, 
though, that access was “not 
the best for disabled people”. 

“The money that is given to 
witnesses is laid down by court 
regulations. He would have 
been paid according to those 
regulations,” she added. 


Tribunal aid 
In doubt 


Plans to give legal aid to people 
taking cases to social security, 
industrial or immigration tri- 
bunals will probably be chal- 
lenged in the Cabinet. 

The proposal to allow law 
firms and advice agencies to 
tender for the work was made 
in May by the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Mackay (DN June). 

Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley is reported to oppose 
Lord Mackay’s proposal on the 
grounds that it will lead to 
long, drawn-out cases. 
¢ A farmer disabled by sheep dip 
(DN May) has been granted legal 
aid to take two suppliers to court. 
Barry Coomber’s case is seen as 
a test case for 500 farmers. 
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the coupon for your free 
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Cinemas ‘fire 
hazard’ excuse 
Is nonsense 


Cinema managers who blame 
“fire regulations” when they 
exclude disabled 
talking nonsense, according to 
the Fire Brigades Union (FBU). 
“The fire service has been 
blamed most unfairly for not 
allowing disabled people to be 
admitted on the basis that they 
constitute a fire hazard, and 
that is a nonsense”, said Glyn 
Evans, FBU fire safety adviser. 
Fire officers will merely tell 
managers who want to admit 
disabled people what improve- 
ments they need to make to meet 
licensing authority safety guide- 
unes. “The decision rests entirely 
with the cinema owner and is 
often a purely financial one.” 
Licensing authorities also use 
excuses about fire regs to hide 
their inaction in forcing man- 
agers to provide access, he 
added. 
But Geoffrey Lord, honorary 
secretary of Access for Disabled 


people are 


People in Arts Premises Today 
(ADAPT), said that unless cine- 


mas were new or being refur- 


bished, local authorities could 
not force them to examine access. 

The Government’s anti-dis- 
crimination legislation would 
give more opportunities to 
complain, but the onus was still 
on cinema managers, he said. 

“In the past year the Cinema 
Exhibitors’ Association (CEA) 
has been extremely co-opera- 
tive. The signs are that they are 
changing their attitude.” 

CEA chief executive John 
Wilkinson said: “The fire officer 
has to make a value judgement. 
But the cinema owner also has to 
make a judgement on what he is 
physically able to do with the 
building within its limitations.” 
¢ More than half (26 out of 50) 
of West End theatres still have 
no toilet for disabled people, an 
ADAPT survey has found. Six- 
teen have no hearing system. 
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“Bang goes our idea of a bit of hanky panky in the back row!” 


WHEELCHAIR 
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Dye case settlement 


More than 400 people disabled 
after being injected with dye 
won damages in an out-of-court 
settlement in August. 

Glaxo Chemicals agreed to 
pay £7 million damages, includ- 
ing an estimated £2 million in 
legal costs. 

The chemical, myodil dye was 
widely used in the 1970s and 
1980s to detect back disorders. It 
was taken off the market in 1987. 

Plaintiffs alleged that the dye 
caused arachnoiditis, a degener- 
ative disease which resulted in 
numbness in the spine, severe 


pain, and even paralysis. 

Glaxo did not admit liability, 
but the settlement will prevent 
a lengthy High Court action, 
which was due to start in Octo- 
ber. 

Daniel Brennan, QC for the 
plaintiffs, said that nearly 98 
per cent of the 426 plaintiffs 
had accepted the settlement. 
Others had rejected it or could 
not be contacted. 

None of those receiving settle- 
ments will have to pay back 
money received from _ the 
Department of Social Security. 


Same in the frame 


The Same Production Company 
will produce Disability Today 
(formerly Disability Agenda), 
the tv programme for disabled 
people, their families and carers. 
It beat off nine other companies 
to win the contract. 

The programme goes out on 
BBC2’s_ early morning open 
access slot from October to April 
1996. It is the product of a part- 
nership between Scope, the Ben- 
efits Agency and the BBC. DN 
will provide the news. The win- 
ner of the presenter’s competi- 
tion will be revealed next month. 
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We won't tell you about 
our quality, reliability 
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Court dashes benefit hopes 


More than 40,000 disabled 
women had their hopes of 
receiving five more years of full 
Invalidity Benefit (IVB) dashed 
by a European Court of Justice 
ruling in August. 

Rose Graham, from Birken- 
head, had her IVB cut when she 
reached 60. 

She took the Government to 
court, arguing that women 
should be allowed to claim full 


benefit until the age of 65, as 
men do. But the court ruled that 
there had been no breach of a 
European directive demanding 
equal treatment between the 
sexes on social security matters. 

The ruling will save the Gov- 
ernment £600 million. 

The court decided that the 
directive made allowances for 
different pension ages and 
allowed “progressive implemen- 


tation to avoid disturbing the 
financial equilibrium of the 
social security system”, even 
though this resulted in some 
“objectively necessary” forms 
of discrimination. 

Mrs Graham, who has arthri- 
tis and angina, began getting 
IVB at 59 after giving up her 
furnishings business. 

She lost £35 a week when her 
benefit was cut to the state 


Dont count on care 


Community care is failing dis- 
abled people and carers, degen- 
erating into a system where they 
have to fight for services, sup- 
port, adaptations and equip- 
ment, according to a report 
published by Scope, formerly 
The Spastics Society. 

Disabled in Britain: Counting 
on Community Care* is a sur- 
vey of 1,500 disabled people and 
1,300 carers, recounting their 
experiences of community care. 

Its main findings are: 

* 18 per cent of disabled people 
have had to start paying for a 
service they were. previously 
receiving free of charge; 

* 31 per cent of disabled people, 
and 35 per cent of carers, are 
dissatisfied with social work 
provision; 

* only 13 per cent of carers have 
received a needs assessment. 


LESBIANS AND 
GAY MEN IN 


‘o 


For more details about 
the information 
contained here, or if you 
have any comments 
about UNISON’s lesbian 
and gay work, contact 
Kursad Kahramanoglu, 
National Lesbian and 
Gay Officer at UNISON, 
1 Mabledon Place, 
London WC1H 9AJ. Tel: 
0171 388 2366 ext 321. 


The closing date for 
applications to this 
conference and other 
meetings mentioned here 
is 15 September 1995. 


Brian Lamb, head of cam- 
paigns at the charity, said: “The 
Government has pumped a lot 
of money in, but it is still not 
targeting it at disabled people.” 

Francine Bates, of the Carers 
National Association, said the 
report was “salutary reading”. 

“Disabled people and carers 
should not have to fight for ser- 
vices and support that they 
should be entitled to by right.” 
* Community care can “virtu- 
ally imprison” elderly disabled 
people in unsafe, unsatisfactory 
homes, says a report by Age 
Concern. Home Comforts’ says 
services are also worse when 
they are contracted out. 


“£4.95, Campaigns Depart- 
ment, Scope, 12 Park Crescent, 
London W1N 4EO. 

"£5, tel: 0171-737 3456. 


Information 
IS power 


How to get around Paris or 
pick up free information while 
you’re out shopping for fruit 
and veg, are just two of the tips 
in the new edition of Innova- 
tions, the National Information 
Forum’s magazine. 

500 people a week are flocking 
to the “community information 
store”, a market stall in War- 
rington provided free by the 
borough council. Information 
available includes advice on dis- 
ability benefits, | support 
groups, services and holidays. 

The July edition also includes 
a look at “smart cards”, the 
tiny pieces of plastic that can 
store reams of information. 


£10 a year in UK. Free introduc- 
tory copy, tel: 0171-582 7603. 


UNISON’S third national 


Lesbian and Gay 
Conference will be held in 


Brighton on 


1-3 December 1995. 


The conference is open to all lesbians and gay men in 
UNISON and is the main forum for developing the 
union’s policy on lesbian and gay issues. Places are 
limited, but will be allocated on the basis of fair 
representation and proportionality. 


UNISON’s national meetings for black and disabled 
lesbian and gay members will take place on 22/23 
September at the Castlefield Hotel, Manchester. 


The black lesbian and gay members will meet on 22 
September and disabled lesbian and gay members on 


23 September. 


The aim of the meetings is to receive the reports from 
the black and disabled lesbian and gay representatives 
on the National Lesbian and Gay Committee (NLGC), 


elect the new representatives to the 
NLGC and draw up motions to the 
national conference in December. 


UNISON. 


pension level a year later. 

The case reached Luxembourg 
after a series of Government 
appeals against a decision by 
social security commissioners 
to restore Mrs Graham’s benefit 
after it was first stopped. 


Diana Brittan, deputy chair- 
woman of the Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission, said: “This 
decision is bad news for many 
women who, unlike men, will 
not be able to receive full IVB 
for an extra five years.” 


ms wes a 


Jim Allison, of Ayside, near Newby Bridge, who has multiple sclerosis, 


2 T2 
i 


takes the Prince of Wales for a spin in a new powered buggy donated 
to the National Trust’s Fell Foot Park in Cumbria by Rotary 
International. Fell Foot is an 18-acre park and garden on the south- 
eastern shore of Lake Windermere. Attractions include the rhodo- 
dendrons and azaleas and the boathouse café. Tel: (01539) 531273. 
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FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AND NO 
OBLIGATION HOME DEMONSTRATION 


CALL TODAY 


WEST MIDLANDS 


KEEP/ABLE 


Making lite easter 


RS V CUSHIONS v LIFTERS ¥ 


DAVE WILLIS 


0181 742 2181 
01933 679426 
01384 484544 
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Tip top tap a Ealing Council has opened a tap oti to ate its 38- 
acre Elthorne Park, west London more accessible. Pictured enjoying it 


are (from left) Stephen Sears of Ealing Council, Sally 


O’Connor of 


Ealing Access Committee and Joan Jewell, who is visually impaired. 


As the football season gets 
under way, the mother of a dis- 
abled fan has slammed the “sad 
state” of facilities for wheelchair 
users at Wembley Stadium. 

Vivien Alcorn, from Ruislip in 
Middlesex, took her 13-year- 
old son Nicholas, who uses a 
wheelchair, to see England play 
Japan in June. 

“We had to park some way 
away because we could not 
afford the £7 fee. Then, beause 
of the rain, we were wet when 
we arrived. 

“The wheelchair section was 
uncovered, so all the disabled 
spectators and carers got 


England fan Nicholas Alcorn 


she said. 
stadium’s 


very cold and wet,” 
“TIT know the 
finances are already stretched, 
but perhaps the National Lot- 
tery or some other sporting 
body would be able to help. 
“With the European Champi- 
onships taking place in England 


S| ‘Sad’ Wembley slammed 


next year, we should be setting 
the best possible example for 
the rest of Europe.” 

A Wembley Stadium 
spokesperson said: “We try to 
provide the best possible facili- 
ties, but we are restricted by the 
original design of the building. 

“There are plans to build a 
new national stadium. Four cir- 
cular ramps will ensure dis- 
abled spectators can gain access 
to all parts of the stadium.” 

Disabled supporters disliked 
being treated any differently 
from able-bodied fans, he 
added, making it 
sonable” to charge for parking. 


“not unrea- 


Which? warning on gas cut-offs plan 


Elderly and disabled people 
may be more likely to have their 
gas cut off under a new scheme 
from British Gas (BG), 
sumer watchdog magazine 
Which? has warned. 

British Gas plans to issue dis- 
connection notices at least a 
week, and up to a fortnight, 
earlier than at present. 

But Which? warns that this 
will simply mean more people 
being disconnected, 


con- 


not just 


deliberate late payers, as the 
company argues. 

Gas customers are already far 
more likely to be disconnected 
than late payers of other bills, 
said the magazine. People in dis- 
pute over meter readings or pay- 
ments could also end up branded 
as late payers, it warned. 

A BG spokesperson said the 
magazine had “misrepresented” 
their position. “We are not talk- 
ing about getting tough with 


people who are having diffi- 
culty paying.” 

The scheme would start next 
year, once a new computer sys- 
tem was in place, he added. 

* British Gas has slashed its 
charitable donations by almost 
28 per cent, from £1.8 million 
to £1.3 million, according to a 


survey by Corporate Citizen 
magazine. But it is still among’ 


the top 100 donors. Top dog is 
BT, with £15 million this year. 


Bad odds for lottery cash 


Thousands of charities may be 
disappointed when the National 
Lottery Charities Board starts 
to dole out money in October. 

More than 11,000 groups have 
so far applied for grants, and 
demand has already far out- 
stripped the projected cash 
available. 

The board opened its applica- 
tion line in May. Provisional fig- 
ures show that, from just 6,150 
applications processed, £865 mil- 


NISSAN @& Loe 


ersa’s: 


i: eA voli Wheel chat aces vehicles 


(unleaded) & Diesel versions. 


Vv The 1st choice for nursing 


homes, charitable 


organisations, community 
‘transport and families alike. 


WV Inside, is a reliable and safe 


lion has already been requested. 

But it expects only to be able 
to pay out £230 million in total. 
* Projects that get lottery cash 
will be ineligible for state 
money, says the Department of 
National Heritage (DNH). 
The DNH is blaming Brussels 
for the ruling, which could 
place charities in a dilemma as 
to whether to apply for lottery 
funding or Government cash. 
See sic, page 14 


method of anchoring the 

wheelchairs and seats. 

v A double track runs the 

full interior length of the 

vehicle. Wheelchair clamps are 
provided which simply hand-tighten to 
anchor the wheelchair firmly in any 
position along the track 


Vv 5 Seater (plus 1 wheelchair space) or 
4 Seater (plus 2 wheelchair spaces) to 
luxury trim specifications *Inc. ramps. 


Comfort Pack 


2 SUNROOFS, Kenwood RDS SECURITY 
STEREO / RADIO CASSETTE 
WITH 4 SPEAKERS, 
REMOTE ULTRA SONIC ALARM, 3 YEARS 
NATIONAL BREAKDOWN COVER. 


£895 


ELECTRIC WINCH £400, 
200kg RICON FULLY AUTOMATIC TAIL LIFT 
£1850. 


S@Qotability AVAILABLE 


following in the Versa tradition, 
this vehicle signifies quality. 


Home Demonstration 


LD tbe available 


Widnes 


CAR CENTRE LTD 


VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 
Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
MOOR LANE, WIDNES, 
CHESHIRE WAS 7AL 


TEL: 0151 420 2000 


v All conversions subject to Appendix B of 
Relief from VAT as amended in the 1983 Acts. 
wv Including delivery, number plates and 
assumes exemption from road fund licence. 


Contact Howard Samuels or 
John Leach for a full information pack. 


FULL RANGE OF NISSAN CARS 
ON MOTABILITY FINANCE 
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News 7 


A blind man is being used in a series of advertisements to promote 
condoms across Europe. London International Group, manufactur- 
ers of the Durex brand, are showing the ad on MTV Europe. The 
message of the commercial is “Feeling is Everything”. They may be 


enjoying themselves, but what do DN readers think? 


Online Disabilities 
Information Service 


DISABILITIES 
G 


Coss 


Disabilities Access is a free Internet based informa- 
tion service for people with disabilities and those 
who care for them. The service features: 

News, Directories of resources, Job 


Vacancies, Factsheets, Travel informa- 


tion and Online shopping. 


The information provided on the service is relevant 
to both the general public and care professionals. 
To take a look at Disabilities 
Access Online point your Web 


browser at the URL: 


http://Awww.pavilion.co.uk/daccess 
If you would like to promote your organisation, 

products or services on Disabilities Access contact 
Steve McCann on 0713 2346624 or E-mail us on 


info@d-access.demon.co.uk 


EASY 


O 


MOBILITY 


(DISABILITY EQUIPMENT) 


O 


8-8a CHURCH STREET, BRIDGETOWN, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 3DB 
TEL: 01543 504117 


57-59 JEFFREYS ROAD, TYE GREEN, CRESSING, BRAINTREE, ESSEX CM7 8JQ 
TEL: 01376 320133 


Wheelchairs, Scooters, Walking aids, Orthopaedic 
@& Lifter!Recliner Chairs, Hoists, Commodes, 
Stairlifts, Etc... 


FREE INSURANCE ON 
ALL POWERCHAIRS @& 
SGOOTERS 


0% INTEREST EASY TERMS AVAILABLE ON ALL USED 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 


POWERCHAIRS FROM: £750:00 
SCOOTERS FROM: £650:00 


MANUALS FROM: 


A BRAND NEW 
4 WHEEL SHOPRIDER 
TE888 ONLY £1.575:00 
INC. FREE INSURANCE 


£75:00 
HIRE FROM: 


REMEMBER: IF WE DON’T HAVE THE POWERCHAIR YOU NEED WE CAN GET IT. 
IF YOUR NEEDS ARE NOT CATERED FOR WE CAN ADAPT OR MANUFACTURE 
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS UP TO 35ST CAPACITY 


FOR A FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION DETACH & RETURN COMPLETED PANEL 
TO YOUR NEAREST EASY MOBILITY BRANCH OR PHONE FOR DETAILS 


Address 


Post Code 


Telephone 


l am interested in: Wheelchairs/Scooters/Stairlifts/Other 


MOBILITY IS EASY WITH EASY MOBILITY 


£2:00 


oe 
Servicing, Repairs, Batteries, Tyres, Puncture proofing, 
Upholstery, Home demo’s, Information & Advice 
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Supermarket chain Sainsbury’s 
has come under attack from an 
angry mum, who claims that 
staff at her local store are badly 
trained and insensitive to dis- 
abled people’s needs. 

DN reader Katie Jarvis was 
visiting her local Sainsbury’s at 
Edgeware, north London at the 
end of June with her 18-year- 
old son Danny, who has cere- 
bral palsy and 
wheelchair. 


uses a 


She said: “As I was queuing in 
line at the checkout, the cashier 
turned to me and asked how old 
Danny was. I told her, and then 


HAs must stop 
cutting corners 


Housing Associations (HAs) 
must stop cutting corners when 
they build new houses to ensure 
that they can be adapted for use 
by disabled people. 

Islington Disablement Associa- 
tion (IDA) warns in a new report 
that “value for money” often 
means smaller rooms and lower 
space standards, making later 
conversions almost impossible. 

It urges associations to draw 
up registers of disabled people 
and their housing needs. 


General Needs Housing and 
Disabled People. £12.50, IDA, 
tel: 0171-226 0137. 


tl KO CESSIBLE 
ACCESSIBLE 


VOLKSWAGEN 


© Secure a NEW VW LIFELINE 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
FAMILY VEHICLE from Simpsons. 

© 1.9 DIESEL ENGINE fitted with 
Power Assisted Steering. 

© Complete with Ramp and 
Wheelchair fittings. 

© Contact ANDREW BELL 
for details 

© WE BUY ALL MAKES OF 


© Part-Exchange welcome. 


FREE MOBILE 
PHONE! TOTAL 


for driver or passengers to keep 


MAKE SURE IT’S 


VEHICLES. 


SPECIALIZED VEHICLES APPROVED DEALER 


she asked ‘Can he go to the toi- 
let on his own?’. 

“TI felt so humiliated and 
embarrassed. Danny has an IQ 
of 135. I rushed out of the store 
in tears.” 

Mrs Jarvis immediately rang 
customer complaints. “They 
were patronising, and did not 
listen. They said the lady in 
question had a disabled kiddie 
of her own. 

“They need to look at staff 
training. I mean, was she going 
the able-bodied man 
behind me whether he could go 
to the loo on his own?” 


to ask 


Supermarket shock 


A spokesperson for Sains- 
bury’s said she was 
“astounded” at the incident and 
would be writing to Danny to 
apologise. 

“For the past 18 months we 
have running a_ pro- 
gramme called Helping Hands, 
designed to train staff in how 
to communicate with disabled 
people. But we have 120,000 
staff and getting the message 
out to them all is a huge com- 
munications operation. 

“IT know a lot of staff will be 
absolutely horrified to 
about an incident like this.” 


been 


hear 


Brigid Brophy, author, dies 


The award-winning writer and 
rights campaigner 
Brigid Brophy died in August. 

Ms Brophy had had multiple 
sclerosis (ms) for 12 years. Her 
novels included Hackenfeller’s 
Ape, which won the 1954 Chel- 
tenham Festival prize, The King 
of a Rainy Country and The 
Snow Ball. 

A committed vegan, she cam- 
paigned for the abolition of all 
blood-sports, including angling. 

She also succeeded in winning 
Public Lending Rights for 
authors, ensuring that a sum of 
money is paid to an author each 
time their book is borrowed 
from a library. 


animal 


In a book of essays she wrote 
after discovering she had ms, 
she said: “I have in part died in 
advance of the event.” 


Brigid Brophy: committed 
THE GUARDIAN 
Despite doctor’s warnings, she 
also never quite gave up smok- 
ing, arguing “I cannot see the 
harm it does”. 


ONLY 


£18 


14* 


PER 
MONTH 


ON THE ROAD PRICE 


CASH PRICE 
13 DEPOSIT 
FINANCED 
CHARGES 


in touch. (Subject to status). 


£15,548 


ADMINISTRATION COSTS 


TOTAL PAYABLE £21,069.76 
*84 MONTHLY PAYMENTS eee 14 


A.P.R. 13.9% | A.P.R. 13.9% (Subject to status) to | A.P.R. 13.9% (Subject to status) 


£5,130 
£10,418 
£5,469.76 


£21,017.76 
£52.00 


OE 


SY otability 


Cooke Rd., South Lowestoft Industrial Estate, LOWESTOFT, Suffolk NR33 7NA. Tel: (01502) 516831 
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8 News 


Labour starts disability group 


A Labour Disability Group will 
be launched at the party’s con- 
ference in October. 

The group first met in August, 
through the instigation of 
Harry Barnes MP, author of 
this year’s failed Civil Rights 
(Disabled Persons) Bill. A work- 
ing party has now been set up 
to sort out its administration. 

Working party member Roger 
Robinson said the group would 
aim to work towards civil rights 
legislation, attract disabled peo- 
ple into the party, air issues and 
ensure that all Labour venues 
become fully accessible. 

“We will be an active and 


vociferous campaigning group 
within the Labour Party, and 
want to attract as many disabled 
people as possible,” he said. 

Shadow Minister for Disabled 
People Tom Clarke said he was 
“delighted” the party now had 
its own group, the result of dis- 
abled activists working with 
Labour on the campaign for 
civil rights, he argued. 


“T would wish to see an active | 


group. I want the closest possi- 
ble dialogue between disabled 
people and the Labour Party.” 
Mr Clarke and new Minister 
for Disabled People Alistair 
Burt will be under pressure 


from campaigners during the 
run-up to the party conferences 
this autumn. 

Campaigners still hope to be 
able to strengthen the Disability 
Discrimination Bill (DDB) to 
include a rights commission 
before it becomes law. The bill 
has to go through a last stage in 
the Lords in October and then a 
final Commons reading. 

Meanwhile, the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) is con- 
sulting with charities and other 
groups on whether journalists 
should be able to identify dis- 
abled people who take employers 
to industrial tribunals, claiming 


discrimination under the DDB. 

Tribunals currently can only 
impose reporting restrictions in 
cases of sexual misconduct. 

A DTI spokesperson said the 

deadline for views was 20 
September, with the possibility 
of an amendment being tabled 
to the bill in the autumn. 
* The Carers (Recognition and 
Services) Bill became an Act of 
Parliament in June. It will 
enshrine in law the right of car- 
ers to a needs assessment when 
community care services are 
being arranged. It is the result of 
a private member’s bill by MP 
Malcolm Wicks. 


‘Net ‘too expensive’ 


Disabled people are being 
deterred from using the Internet 
because of the extra cost to 
their phone bills. 

Sarah Davies, who reads DN’s 
weekly news service on the 
Internet, says the cost of “log- 
ging on” to the system just twice 
a day can add pounds to her bill. 

“To send an e-mail takes at 
least a minute, and if you want 
to read an article you have to 
log-on for quite a while.” 

To go “on-line”, you need to 
use a BT phone line, charged at 
the normal local rates. 

Ms Davies, who has cerebral 
palsy, says disabled people with 
speech difficulties often rely on 
the system as a link to the out- 
side world. 


“BT offers reductions to peo- 
ple who use textphones, but it 
does not 
about the Internet,” she said. 

A BT spokesman said it was 
impossible to tell how a cus- 
tomer was using a line, whether 
for a voice message, fax or for 
going on the Internet. The text- 
phone was a specialist service, 
so a reduction could be offered. 

People could use the system 
more at weekends and during 
off-peak times, or could use the 
system “off-line” more often, he 
suggested. 


mention anything 


To find DN’s news service on 
Disabilities Access, point your 
web browser at http://www. 
pavilion.co.uk/daccess 


THE ALEXIS - 


AFFORDABLE INDEPENDENCE 


The Alexis is an elegant 
and stylish electrically 
powered wheelchair 
with many sophisticated 

features. 


It is designed to suit the 
needs of individuals who 
wish to be independent. 


COMFORTABLE BACK AND 
NECK SUPPORT 
¢ 
OUTSTANDING 
MANOEUVRABILITY 
¢ 
VARIABLE RECLINING SEAT; 
AVAILABLE MANUALLY 
OR ELECTRICALLY 
° 
MANUAL OR ELECTRICALLY 
ELEVATING FOOTRESTS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
¢ 
LOW CENTRE OF GRAVITY 
¢ 
STABILITY AND STRENGTH 


DIVIDUATI 


TO MEET ALL THEIR EXPECTATIONS GENEROUSLY 


NAME: 


Designer Disabled Appliances Limited, Freepost WAI657, Widnes, Cheshire. WA8 6BR »/ 


E EELCHAIR 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: TEL 


For full information on the ALEXIS and our new 2,000 sq ft showroom displaying products to aid 
independent living, please return this coupon FREEPOST to the above address, or alternatively, 
please telephone us on 0151 420 3547, or fax us on 0151 420 6107 
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Many happy returns: Scope’s Gateopener advice scheme celebrated its 
first anniversary in the Midlands in July. Sara Plant and Nigel Skinner, 
from Redditch, got down to the serious business of eating a birthday 
cake with Phil Rooney (right), general manager of Littlewoods Lotter- 
ies. The scheme has received £10,000 from Littlewoods scratch cards. 


Whatever your sporting 
interest you should read 


Challenge. 


Challenge is the new colour monthly news- 
paper reporting on all aspects of disability 
sport. Results, Previews, Interviews, Competi- 
tions all you want to read. 


Subscribe to Chal- 
lenge before 
29/9/95 and 


CREDIT CARD 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
receive 15 issues 


for the cost of 12. FREEISSUES 91734-622661 


Please find enclosed my cheque/postal order for £15.00 
Name (BLOCK LETTERS please) 
Address 


THE NATIONAL NEWSPAPER REPORTING DISABILITY SPORT 


S6/6 NG 


Postcode 


Please return to: 
Challenge, Knightswood Publishing, FREEPOST RG3260, Reading, RG1 8ZZ 


prccccc-cc 


RNIB week lifts off 

September 11-15 is Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 
Week. The highlight will be 
publication of the findings of a 
telephone poll of more than 500 
blind and partially sighted peo- 
ple, who will identify their 
experiences of discrimination 
and what frustrates them most. 


M&S get with it 

Disabled people visiting Marks 
& Spencer’s in Swansea are 
testing a new range of facilities 
designed to make shopping eas- 
ier. The store is the pilot in a 
scheme to improve the chain’s 
facilities. New features include 
hydraulic lifts, low-level key 
pads, minicoms and tactile 
warning signs. 


Drop in and chat 

More than half of the 200 drop- 
in centres run by The Samari- 
tans are now accessible for 
wheelchair users, according to 
disability co-ordinator Leon 
Flor. The charity is looking for 
more disabled volunteers, he 
said. A new national helpline 
has also been launched. 


Tel: (0345) 909090. 


Capability now 

The Scottish Council for Spas- 
tics is to change its name to 
“Capability” as from April next 
year to coincide with the char- 
ity’s 50th anniversary. 


Corrections: 

From DN’s August issue: 
Production gremlins meant that 
“excellent” and “good” in DN’s 
guide to the top ten tourist resorts 
came out the same. The correct 
table is available on request. 


From DN’s July issue: 

The Government was not techni- 
cally “defeated on three counts” 
in the Lords during the Disability 
Discrimination Bill, as two 
amendments were put forward by 
the Government. However, min- 
isters did not include these in the 
original bill and only conceded 
after intense lobbying, so it can be 
construed as a climbdown. 


When I was still at school, I think 
Large sections of the map were pink. 
The British Empire was The Good 
Thing 
Ruled by a good and gracious King. 
He’d give an honour in that name 
To many a worthy knight or dame. 
And to all those of less degree the 
C or O or MBE. 
This year my name came from the hat 
(and thank you for reporting that) 
But I must ask you to remember, 


I’m not an Officer — but a Member! 


From Nancy Robertson, MBE. 
Our apologies — Ed. 


DisabilityNow September 1995 


Health news 9 


Steroids 
may ease 
arthritis 


Steroids can reduce the erosion of 
joints in people with less severe 
forms of rheumatoid arthritis. 

A two-year study by Bristol 
University, Bristol Royal Infir- 
mary, and the Arthritis and 
Rheumatism Council has found 
that erosion rates can be halved 
in people who take _pred- 
nisolone, a form of corticos- 
teroid. 

128 people with a moderately 
severe form of the condition, 
and who had only had arthritis 
for two years, took part in the 
study. Half were given the drug 
and the other half received a 


placebo. 
Scientists had _ previously 
thought that corticosteroids 


were only useful in relieving the 
pain, stiffness, swelling and 
heat that accompanies rheuma- 
toid arthritis. In any case, there 
were side effects when doses 
had to be increased. 

Prednisolone works in small 
daily doses that do not have to 
be increased. 

Dr John Kirwan of Bristol Uni- 
versity said: “This has a wider 
meaning for those who have had 
arthritis for a longer time. 

“Although this treatment will 


not be suitable for them, it is 
teaching us a better under- 
standing of the disease. As we 
understand the disease, we can 
get better control of it." 


Diabetes 
finding 


Scientists in the United States 
believe they are closer to devel- 
oping a treatment for blindness 
in people with diabetes. 

The blindness occurs when 
blood vessels in the retina 
become blocked. Other vessels 
grow to replace them, but these 
then prevent light from reach- 
ing the retina’s sensory cells. 

A team at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine in New 
York now think that this may 
be because of the death of 
nerve cells in the retina. 

Tests on rats with diabetes 
have shown that the nerve cells 
depend on a substance called 
nerve growth factor (NGF), and 
die if it is not present. NGF is 
lacking in the nerves of people 
with diabetes. 

When the rats were given NGF, 
researchers found that, along 
with the nerve cells, the blood 
vessels survived too. 

This suggested to them that 
healthy nerve cells produce 
chemicals which prevent the 


be zi 


Disabled children from Shepherd School, Apsley, Nottinghamshire 


<i 


are being taught everyday skills, thanks to virtual reality 


vessels from blocking up, and 
that NGF may be a key to treat- 
ing the condition. 


Get reall, 
get virtual 


Researchers at the University of 
Nottingham are using virtual 
reality to teach disabled chil- 
dren everyday living skills. 
They have created a “virtual 
house” on computer, in which 
children from Shepherd School, 


Apsley, can learn tasks such as 


AV & EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 


making a cup of tea in an inter- 
active kitchen. 

There is also a virtual city 
where they can learn to cope 
with traffic, and a supermarket. 

The research is being carried 
out by the university’s Virtual 
Reality Applications Research 
Team, headed by Dr David 
Brown. “Skills learned in a vir- 
tual environment can transfer 
to the real world,” he said. 

“You can make mistakes in a 
virtual environment and they 
do not have the same effect as 
they have in the real world.” 

The university is also looking 
at interactive sound worlds to 


help students with autism. 

The research parallels work 
being carried out by a team at 
Leicester University, where chil- 
dren who lack spatial awareness 
are learning to move about in 
virtual which 
mirror their own (DN Novem- 
ber, 1994). 


environments 


Grow out 
of asthma 


Two thirds of children may 
grow out of their asthma symp- 
toms, two studies suggest. 

The finding comes from stud- 
ies at the University of 
Aberdeen and City Hospital, 
Nottingham, both funded by 
the National Asthma Cam- 
paign (NAC). 

Viruses, such as the common 
cold, can trigger a form of 
asthma in very young children 
which can disappear in later life. 

Professor Mike Silverman of 
Leicester University, who is also 
the NAC’s paediatric adviser, 
said: “There are now recog- 
nised to be different forms of 
asthma in young children. 

“The older a child is when 
they start to develop symptoms, 
the less likely they are to grow 
out of it.” 


NAC, tel: 0171-226 2260. 


HANDYNET DISABILITY EQUIPMENT DATABASE 


The Commission of the European Union has made available free of 
charge a limited number of the Handynet CD-ROM and updated 
versions to disabled people and their carers, organisations of disabled 


people, and organisations for disabled people. 


What is Handynet? 


HANDYNET is a database which forms part of the Commission of the 
European Union programme to promote the integration of disabled 
people called HELIOS II. The database contains over 40,000 items of 
information about technical aids and equipment for disabled people 


package is included on the CD-ROM itself. 


What do | need to use the Handynet Database? 
Access to a CD-ROM player is essential to use the database. Use of 
the system also calls for some computer skills, although a training 


What if | am unsuccessful in obtaining a free copy 


of Handynet? 
The European Commission have decided to sell the database on a 
commercial basis and the CD-ROMs are 200 ECU each, however 


available in the European Union member states. 


What information is available on Handynet? 


The Handynet disability database is on a CD-ROM and describes a 
wide range of products from the smallest items for eating and drinking 
to major devices for lifting people and mobility equipment. As well as 
describing the items, the database also explains the procedures to 
follow in each Member State to obtain them. There are 3,000 
illustrations of 2,500 products and the data is available in enlarged text 
and also in tactile form for Braille users. 


updates of the CD-ROM will cost 75 ECU. 


For further information about Handynet please write to The Handynet 
Secretary, PO Box 8300, London W9 2GB. 


What do | do now? 


If you are interested in receiving a copy of the Handynet CD-ROM and 
updated versions please complete and send off the application form 
below by 30 September. 


Do not send any money at this stage. 


The Handynet Secretary, PO Box 8300, London W9 2GB Please tick the appropriate boxes 


| would only be interested in a copy of the 
Handynet CD-ROM and updated versions if 
it were free (the number of free copies is 
limited) 


LI 


disabled people 
| would be prepared to pay for a copy of the 


Handynet CD-ROM and updated versions 


[| 


disabled people 


[| 
| 
LJ 
[| 


of your interest 


| am a disabled person 
| am a carer of a disabled person 


| am a representative of an organisation of 


| am a representative of an organisation for 


None of the above. Please give brief details 
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The UN — what has it done for you? 


As the United Nations celebrates its 50th birthday, Rachel Hurst asks whether it has been a success or a sham 


Former United Nations (UN) 
Secretary-General Perez de 
Cuellar called disability “the 
silent emergency”. For many 
disabled people the UN is just 
something to complain about — 
its bureaucracy, its inability to 
respond to crises or to change 
the world. 


What is often forgotten is that 
the UN is made up of member 
states and can only make deci- 
sions where there is consensus. 
As another former Secretary 
General, U Thant, said: “The 
UN is a mirror of its members. 
It shall be as strong or as weak 
as its members want it to be.” 

Despite this, for disabled peo- 
ple, the UN has produced some 
far-reaching and important rec- 
ommendations. Most of all, it 
is its recognition that disability 
is a human rights issue, and not 
one of rehabilitation or welfare 
and service provision, that has 
been the crucial factor. 

The Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights (1948), the 


International Covenants on 
both Civil & Political Rights 
and Economic, Social & Cul- 
tural Rights (1966), the conven- 
tions outlawing discrimination 
on grounds of race (1965) and 
gender (1979) did not specifi- 
cally target disabled people. 

But they did stipulate that 
they included “all people with- 
out exception”, which implied 
disabled people as well. 

Building on these, in 1971 the 
UN specifically recognised the 
rights of people with learning 
disabilities, followed in 1975 by 
a further declaration on the 
rights of all disabled people. 

These were the first interna- 
tional instruments explicitly to 
recognise that disability was a 
human rights issue. 

The International Year of Dis- 
abled Persons in 1981, with its 
objective of full and equal par- 
ticipation in society, was the 
first awareness-raising effort. 

This was followed in 1982 by 
the World Programme of 
Action Concerning Disabled 
Persons, which gave member 
states recommendations on 
how to implement equal oppor- 
tunities for disabled people. 

For many activists this has 
been a bible in their struggle to 
change attitudes and discrimi- 
natory practices. 

To provide a time frame for 
governments to implement 
these recommendations, 1983- 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR 
FAMILY HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR 
COUNCIL? ARE YOU GETTING THE 
EDUCATION, COMMUNITY CARE OR 
SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a disabled Solicitor 
specialising in Education, Community 
Care and Local Government Law. He 
is committed to the Disability 
Movement and is involved in the 
campaign for Civil Rights Legislation 


for Disabled People. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 


For free initial advice, contact him at:- 
David Levene & Co. Solicitors, 


Ashley House, 


235-239 High Road, 


Wood Green, 
LONDON, 
N22 4HF 


TELEPHONE- 0181-881 7777. 


1992 was declared the Decade 
of Disabled People. 

Like many of these decades it 
did not achieve much on the 
surface, but it did enable 
international organisations of 
disabled people to work with 
the UN and its agencies in a 
much more practical way, and 


led to a greater inclusion in 


their projects and programmes. 

The UN Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitar- 
ian Affairs in Vienna was the 
focal point for the decade. But 
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Rachel Hurst with current UN Secretary General Dr Boutros 


Equalisation of Opportunities 
for Persons with Disability. 

These rules do not have the 
full force of international law 
and they are not anti-discrimi- 
nation legislation. But they are 
the next best thing, and act as 
an important tool to put pres- 
sure on governments. 

They cover all aspects of a dis- 
abled person’s life and show 
how governments can make 
social, political and _ legal 
changes to ensure that disabled 
people become full and equal 


Ec 


Boutros Ghali in 1992 at a ceremony to mark the end of the UN 
Decade of Disabled People. “It is the UN’s recognition that 
disability is a human rights issue... that has been the crucial factor.” 


only a few people were desig- 
nated to the Disabled Persons 
Unit and only one was disabled. 

In 1987 a Special Representa- 
tive for the Promotion of the 
Decade was appointed. This 
high-level post was also filled 
by a non-disabled person, with- 
out any consultation with dis- 
ability organisations. It was 
quite clear that the UN could 
not follow its own precepts! 

At the end of the decade, in 
December 1992, the General 
Assembly declared that 
3 December each year would be 
the International Day of Dis- 
abled Persons. 

Many people were worried 
that this would result in collect- 
ing tins being brandished on 
street corners and disabled peo- 
ple being seen as objects of 
charity and pity. 

But the Commission on 
Human Rights passed a resolu- 
tion declaring the objective of 
the day as “the achievement of 
the full and equal enjoyment of 
human rights and participation 
in society by disabled people”. 

On 28 October that year, the 
General Assembly also adopted 
the UN Standard Rules on the 


DPI 


citizens of their countries. 

They also provide the basis for 
economic co-operation among 
states, the UN and_ other 
international organisations. 

There is a “special rappor- 
teur” to monitor the implemen- 
tation of these rules. This time 


Governments and the 
UN like to talk about 
good intentions, but 


not to fund them 
2 a ee) 


the UNdid consult disabled 
people’s organisations and 
appointed a disabled person, 
Bengt Lindqvist, a blind Mem- 
ber of the Swedish Parliament 
who had a long record of work- 
ing for disabled people’s rights. 
Despite all the resolutions, 
days, years, decades and pro- 
grammes, the UN has allocated 
very little money for disability 
issues from its regular budget. 
This means most of the work 
has to be included either within 
the agencies’ action plans, over 
which disabled people have little 
control, or is done by non- 


governmental organisations. 

Any money for disability 
issues has to come from specific 
funds given by member states to 
a voluntary fund that encour- 
ages innovative projects, partic- 
ularly in least developed 
countries. But not many coun- 
tries contribute to the fund. 

Member states are not always 
ready to put their hands in their 
pockets for the UN yet again. 

Even the special rapporteur 
has had to scrape around for 
money. This is yet another indi- 
cation of the low priority, in 
reality, given to disabled peo- 
ple’s rights. Governments and 
the UN like to talk about their 
good intentions but are never 
prepared to fund them. 

A feature of the last ten years 
has been the world summits. 
Starting with the Nairobi Con- 
ference on Women in 1985 and 
now ending this September 
with the Beijing Summit on 
Women, the world’s leaders 
have discussed the environ- 
ment, human rights, popula- 
tion and social development. 

The Nairobi Conference com- 
pletely ignored disabled 
women: the few who managed 
to attend were only able to par- 
ticipate on the fringes. 

The Rio Conference dabbled 
in disability issues and environ- 
mental concerns. At the Vienna 
Conference, disabled people 
played an active role for the first 
time, and disability concerns 
were well covered in the final 
document. However, at the 
Cairo and Copenhagen confer- 
ences, disabled people had to 
demonstrate about access, even 
if disability concerns did creep 
up the agenda. 

More positively, the draft doc- 
ument for the Beijing confer- 
ence contains specific and 
general references to disabled 
women, and access for disabled 
people has been demanded. 

So, despite a long struggle 
with the UN bureaucracy and 
member states, things have 
moved along. 

The UN has many problems 
to address in its next 50 years — 
particularly exclusion, poverty 
and unemployment. But it has 
given disabled people clear 
guidelines for a way forward. 

Now it is up to governments — 
member states — to resource 
and support disability in a 
human rights context. Disabled 
people must not be a “silent 
emergency” any longer. 


Rachel Hurst, OBE, is 
chairperson of Disabled 
People’s International 
European Union Committee 
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type engine price 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 
1420MM (56IN) 
ACCESS HEIGHT : 
1420MM (56iN) 


engine 


PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 1500MM (59IN) 


Nissan Serena 


engine price 


£18,958 


INTERIOR HEADROOM 
1370MM (54IN) 


ee. . en fee ACCESS HEIGHT 1300MM (51IN) 


Here at Brotherwood we are committed to raising customer satisfaction through design and service of our vehicles. 
There are several ways in which you can acquire a Brotherwood vehicle, through one of the three year 
CONTRACT HIRE schemes or we can provide a special adapted HIRE PURCHASE 
SCHEME. Also there is outright purchase which may be a benefit if your 

Mobility award is less than 3 years. 

Brotherwood have been manufacturing vehicles for more than 10 
years and over this period a strong market in PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES has been created. All these vehicles are fully refurbished 
to the highest standards. You can be assured of peace of mind ' 
with a Brotherwood Conversion 


5 Simply the Best Nissan Patent 


Do sey BROTHERWOOD 


AU TOF MSO Be BESS shy sete ie es? 
Sherborne, Dorset. DT? 6QP * Telephone: 01935 872603 + Fax: 01935 872853 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Flackett; 
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12 Post-19 living 


My fight for good 
services goes on 


(3) Pamela Duprez lives in Haringey. But the shortage of suitable 
daycare and accommodation, as parents know, is widespread 


My daughter Sharon is a love- 
able girl who has high depen- 
dency needs (challenging 
behaviour). 

I always thought things would 
get easier as she got older, but 
they haven’t. The problem is 
not Sharon; it is the lack of 
services for people with her 
disability. 

From the age of four, Sharon 
was at William Harvey, a 
special school in the London 
borough of Haringey. When she 
reached 16, in September ’88, I 
knew I had to think about the 
future and started looking at 
residential and day centres. 

I found a privately-run home 
in Buckinghamshire. Our social 
worker went with me, but 
Haringey would not fund 
residential care until Sharon 
was older. 

From 18 to 19, we had assess- 
ments and looked at day centres. 

The two day centres in the 
borough refused to accept 
Sharon. We had lost the chance 
of the private home — it was full. 

We knew from her assessment 
that Sharon needed stimulation 
all the time otherwise she gets 
bored and becomes angry and 
frustrated. In fact, she was 


assessed as needing a five day 
care package plus respite, with 
residential care in the near 
future. 

Sharon’s 19th birthday came 
[SRNR See PATS ena RD Es 


‘I’ve learnt you have to 
shout as loud as you can’ 
[RCRA Ria Shae oe De Tee ew ee es Se | 


and went. She was still at 
school. By Christmas the 
school was saying they could 
not allow her to stay any longer. 

Now under adult services, she 
had lost the respite care and 
club activities she had as a 
child. I was attending so many 
meetings I did not know 
whether I was on my head or 
my heels. The staff at William 
Harvey were very good and 
supported me in their free time. 

By February 792, the local 
authority had still made no 
decision. Between March and 
April we attended two care 
panels with no success. In the 
end Sharon stayed at the school 
with a support worker provided 
by social services until the end 
of May. Then she had to leave. 
She was nearly 20. 

Meanwhile, a small group 
home in Leyton had fallen 


DON’T PUSH IT! 


<<) When you can stroll 


along with the 


Wheelchair 


PowerPack 


Wheelchair pushers need never push again. 


through. We were going ahead 
although funding had not been 
agreed. My only doubt was 
that one of the staff had known 
Sharon as a small child and 
didn’t allow for her changed 
behaviour. 

Sharon spent a trial night 
there. The school phoned next 
day to say she had arrived with 
a cut above her eye and was 
very distressed. The incident 
was never properly resolved. 

So there we were at Whitsun 


weekend with Sharon having 
no residential or day 
arrangements at all. In 
desperation, I phoned the 
Haringey services manager and 
said Sharon would be in his 
office on Tuesday if nothing 
had been arranged. 
Whereupon he said that an 
emergency day unit was being 
set up for Sharon and two 
others with a similar disability 
and she would be collected on 
Tuesday! (It turned out that 
Haringey was saving money by 


Out shopping: Sharon with day service trainer Maria Michael 


A minute to relax: Pamela and Sharon at home 


bringing back placements 
previously outside the borough.) 

Sharon was duly collected — 
and was back again after lunch. 
After six weeks of this, I 
complained again. 


The upshot was that Sharon 
could start respite care that day 
at a local adult unit. She would 
live at home and there would 
be respite for one week in eight, 
plus a weekend. 

We managed to hold on to the 
one night a week Family Link, 
which meant Sharon could go 
swimming and be with her 
friends. 

Luckily, the deputy manager 
of the respite unit knew Sharon 
and saw she was not getting 
enough stimulation. She 


offered to run the day centre. 

Three years later, Seven Sisters 
Day Service has grown to 12 
clients with challenging 
behaviour, offering a choice of 
activities, outings and 
opportunities to learn 
independent skills. It is the best 
in the borough and I will do 
anything to keep Sharon there. 

I thought things were finally 
running smoothly. But in 
February 793, I was told we had 
to give up Family Link. I 
refused to do that without a 
fight. It was decided that adult 
placement would replace one 
night’s respite, and that took 
five months to organise. 

Early in 94, we started 
looking at residential care. We 
wanted it near home so Sharon 
wouldn’t lose her day 
placement. We found a place in 
Edmonton and were assured 
there were plenty of activities. I 
didn’t have Sharon home till 
Christmas as they thought she 
should have time to settle in. 

All seemed well. I thought I 
was imagining that she looked 
dirty, but the day centre 
complained to the home about 
it, and then other things started 
to go wrong. I visited the home 
unexpectedly and found 
residents ready for bed at 
7.30pm. I also found the only 
time they went out was 
shopping on a Saturday. 

As a result of my complaints 
they started to go to the park in 


*- \ Because the new Wheelchair Powerpack 
EEE NOW gives you all the power you need 
== to propel the wheelchair without 
pushing. Just a ligh* squeeze of 

the fingertip control and the 

wheelchair moves off quietly 

‘gand efficiently. (Even with a 

4 Nigel! person on board). 


the evenings. 

After an incident involving 
Sharon, I insisted the social 
worker find her an emergency 
bed. I wouldn’t have her home 
because then Haringey might 


€ nd European Nursing Agency 
~~ aan 


not have found her a place. 

Sharon is now back in the 
local respite unit, with people 
she knows and she is very happy. 

I don’t know what the future 
holds, but with other parents I 
am fighting for a highly-staffed 
group home in the borough. 

Some parents are so afraid to 
say anything for fear of losing 
what help they have. I’ve learnt 
that you have to shout as loud 
as you can. A bigger group 
gives you a bigger voice. 


Specialists in providing live in 
carers for disabled people 


Based in Hertfordshire, the European Nursing Agency can provide live 
in carers and Nurses throughout the UK. 


Fits and removes from any wheelchair in seconds 
for ease of transportation and storage. 
Can be raised up to provide ground clearance 
whenever necessary. 
Hand speed control fits left or right handlebar. 2 
Powerful 200 watt motor has up to 10 mile range per |% ny 
battery charge. ie A i 
%* Complete with easy-to-use recharger. 
% 1 year guarantee. 


We are dedicated to placing the most suitable carer to meet your needs 
and fit in with your own personal lifestyle. 


From as little as one weekend to a long term commitment we would love 
to help you out. 


Fits any wheelchair in seconds. 
At last, your wheelchair pushing days are over.with 'The Wheelchair Powerpack.’ 
Now available for only £495 direct from the British manufacturer. 
Telephone information line @ 01787 478430. For free colour literature send large SAE to 
. 1.G.A. ELECTRIC LEISURE, DN3, FACTORY LANE WEST, HALSTEAD, ESSEX CO9 1EX 


Give Clare a call on: 


St Albans (01727) 850600 


Professional Care With The Personal Touch 


Ley he Loa Aut nd Deparment of Epon | 
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Memories of ‘the forgotten war’ 


Former Japanese POW John Donovan survived amputation and the Burma railway. He spoke to Rod Hermeston. 


On 16 August, 1945, allied pris- 
oners in the Nakhom Pathon 
Camp, Thailand were told by 
their officers that their Japanese 
captors had surrendered. 

The prisoners were stunned. 
“Everyone was crying because 
life was going to start again,” 
says former prisoner-of-war 
John Donovan, 50 years on. 

For months it had been obvi- 
ous to the men that something 
was amiss. The non-medical 
officers had left the camp. 

Someone, known as_ The 
Canary, had a radio and 
rumour spread that the German 
war was over, but few people 
knew for certain. 

The prisoners had assumed 
that an allied invasion would 
result in their executions, and it 
was not until British troops 
reached the camp that they 
heard about the atom bomb. 


‘They were keen on 
thrashing you with a 
bamboo rod. It was 
disastrous to fall over 
because that made 
them worse’ 
Pee TAY em MRT ad WR AES 


John, a lance-sergeant surveyor, 
was captured by the Japanese 
when Singapore fell in 1942. 

In November 1943 his right leg 
had to be amputated above the 
knee after it was pierced by a 
bamboo spike while he worked 
on the Burma/Siam railway. 

Such wounds always turned 
septic in prisoners weakened by 
few medical supplies, a diet of 
vegetable soup and rice, and 
recurring bouts of malaria, 
dysentery and beri-beri. 

This was on top of the exhaus- 
tion from having to work up to 
15 hours per day. 

Some 30 per cent of British 
troops taken prisoner by the 


Japanese died in captivity, 
whereas only four per cent of 
British and American troops 
died in German captivity during 
the Second World War. 

Of the 700 men in John’s regi- 
ment, 20 were killed in war and 
300 died in prison camps. 

“They made us work in condi- 
tions nobody else would work 
in. I worked on the railway for 
about 10 months. 

“It was hard to know all the 
dates because life was just one 
continuum of misery,” says 
John, now 75. 

“There was a colossal amount 
of physical violence. It could be 
anything from a slap in the face 
to a punch in the face. They 
were keen on thrashing you 
with a bamboo rod. It was dis- 
astrous to fall over because that 
made them worse.” 

He left the jungle in May 1944 
shortly after the amputation at 
Tarsao, and was eventually sent 
to Nakhom Pathon. 

Fellow prisoners became adept 
at making artificial legs and 
then became more adventurous, 
making legs which bent at the 
knee, using wood and metal 
strips from the officers’ beds to 
make hinges. 

“The whole thing was about 
mutual support, because with- 
out that you didn’t live.” 

John has kept in touch with a 
number of fellow prisoners. In 
1987, he got a letter from Philip 
Millard, the Australian surgeon 
who removed his leg. It stressed 
how many prisoners had died 
because of the amputations. 

“T was a keen sportsman when 
I was younger, but I never com- 
plained about my _ disability 
because it meant that I was still 
alive,” he says. 

He is also in contact with 
members of his own regiment, 
many of whom were in the same 
camps. They had a reunion on 
15 August this year in Wool- 
wich, south-east London. 


John Donovan was a keen sportsman before the war, but “I never 
complained about my disability because it meant I was still alive”. 


John was born in south-east 
London, but spent a lot of his 
childhood in Essex and Kent. 

He left school to begin train- 
ing as an actuary. He joined the 
territorial army and his regi- 
ment was formed on 1 Septem- 
ber, 1939, two days before the 
war. 

John’s regiment went to 
Woolwich to take over from the 
garrison regiment when the reg- 
ulars went abroad. Eventually 
they joined the 18th Division in 
East Anglia and John was 
among those sent to Singapore. 

When he finally returned 
home, he sometimes felt iso- 
lated. “You suddenly realised 
you were on your own. You had 
lost those who shared the expe- 
rience with you.” 

He has never been back to the 


\ Bakare Beds DON’T BELIEVE YOUR EYES! 


This Volker Home 
Nursing Bed from 
BaKare Beds is fully 
adjustable to ‘Sit U up’ 
at the touch of a 
button, and with 
motorised height 
adjustment to ‘stand 
‘U’ up’, or for Nursing. 


This is a Multifunctional Nursing Bed with height adjustment. 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel: 01 752 34 22 22 


JOSH SHER 


Far East, nor met any of his for- 
mer guards. 

After the war, he became a 
maths teacher, then a deputy 
head master and acting head- 
master at a school in Sidcup. 

He never set out to talk to his 
students about his experience 


as a prisoner of war, although 
they knew about it. He does not 
think that young people today 
can understand what those 
times were like. 

John retired in 1981. His wife 
Betty died 14 years ago, and he 
now lives on his own. He has two 
sons, Christopher and Philip. 

“I keep busy by working with 
and for the disabled,” he says. 

He is a branch treasurer for the 
British Limbless Ex-service 
men’s Association, BLESMA. 
He does welfare work for the 
association, and for the Far East 
Prisoners of War Association, 
FEPOW. He is also on the Kent 
War Pensions Committee, 
chairman of the Medway Hos- 
pital User Consultative Com- 
mittee and is a member of The 
Limbless Association. 

Like many ex-POWs, he har- 
bours some feelings of bitter- 
ness, though he believes August’s 
VJ-Day celebrations should be 
“the last big anniversary”. 

“1 think we should have a 
remembrance day every year, 
but I hope we can start looking 
to the future, working together. 

“Tam more interested in an offi- 
cial apology than compensation, 
but I can understand how those 
who want compensation feel.” 


BLESMA, tel: 0181-590 1124. 
FEPOW, tel, (01892) 527024. 
The Limbless Association, 
tel: 0181-579 1758. 


WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF IT SO FAR ? 


The First Ever National Survey of Products 
for Wheelchair and Scooter Users 


We all know the catchy answer to our headline, but in all seriousness, we would like to know 
exactly what you think about clothing for people in wheelchairs and scooter users. If you like 
our products, tell us. If you don't like them tell us ! Tell us if the products are right or wrong 
for you. If you don't know the products, write for a FREE colour brochure. Tell us if the 
colours are right or wrong. Are the products fashionable? Are they old fashioned? 


W like to see new 


if you've a great idea and we add it to 


in our ? If so tell m 


in £200! 


Even if you don't win a big prize, everyone who writes to us will get a 
10% reduction on the price of any product in our current range. 

SO IT'S YOUR FORUM, A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO HAVE YOUR SAY, 
WHETHER YOU ARE DISABLED, A CARER OR JUST AN INTERESTED PARTY. 
WE'RE WAITING TO HEAR YOUR COMMENTS. SIMPLANTEX HAVE SET ASIDE 
CONSIDERABLE FUNDS TO FINANCE THIS SURVEY AND TO PROVIDE THE 
PRODUCTS THAT YOU FEEL ARE NECESSARY TO GIVE YOU A BETTER LIFESTYLE. 

THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY WILL HELP US TO MANUFACTURE THE PRODUCTS YOU WANT, 
SO WRITE TO US TODAY! WE ARE ALREADY THE BRAND LEADERS , 


BUT WE 


WAYS SEARCHING FOR WA 


IMPROVE OUR PRO. 


SO HELP US NOW TO DECIDE ON THOSE IMPROVEMENTS.TO HELP YOU! 


SIMPLANTEX. 


tilChe 


Caelia” 


PLEASE WRITE TO: WEATHERWEAR SURVEY. DNS SIMPLANTEX HEALTH CARE LIMITED, HEALTHCARE HOUSE, 
WILLOWFIELD ROAD, EASTBOURNE, EAST SUSSEX BN22 8AP. FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY FORHS 
OR PHONE OR FAX YOUR VALUED COMMENTS TO US DMRECT - TEL:01323 411618 FAX: 01323 412781 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


DisabilityNow, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Minicom: 0171-436 9914 
e-mail:dnow@d-access.demon.co.uk 


hotel access 


Working on 


In response to your article 
about hotel accessibility (DN 
July), access criteria for people 
with sensory impairments is 
being addressed by a working 
party comprising representa- 
tives from the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind (RNIB), 
Sense, the Prince of Wales 
Advisory Group on Disability 
and the Hotel and Holiday 
Care Consortium. Information 


about its progress can be obtain- 
ed from Bas Bastiaan, RNIB 
hotels and holiday services 
manager, tel: 0171-388 1266. 
The Joint Mobility Unit, 
established in 1992 to promote 
improvements to the built 
environment, would be happy 
to advise any hotel manager. 
Rachel K Dalgleish 
Joint Mobility Unit, RNIB, 
London W1 


Be amongst the first to experience the 


ALL NEW 


ATLAS AZTEC 


Caravan 


A.T.S. Travel are proud to announce their purchase of 
this UNIQUE 34 foot, 6 berth caravan, purpose built for 


easy access. " 


Situated near Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, in one of the 
finest, well equipped and wheelchair friendly holiday 
centres in the U.K., the ATLAS AZTEC, is now 
available from as little as £99 per week. 


For further information and a colour brochure, call 
A.T.S. Travel NOW! on 01708 863198. 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 

a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


I read with interest your article 
about services to older or dis- 
abled customers (DN July). 

There has been much 
speculation regarding provision 
of special services by British 


.Gas home service advisers, and 


I would be grateful for the 
opportunity to provide further 
information on this subject. 


The French 


can do it 


David Gerry’s letter about 
accessible taxis (DN August), 
reminded me of correspondence 
I had over 20 years ago when the 
design of the Hackney carriage 
was being rethought to accom- 
modate wheelchair users. The 
then designers insisted that all 
taxis had to have a high clear- 
ance to avoid the many pot 
holes in London’s roads! 

On taxi provision, I talked 
with an engineer friend, who 
pointed out that raising or 
lowering the chassis of vehicles 
was commonplace in French 
cars and, therefore, there is no 
practical reason why such 
systems cannot be used in taxis 
to overcome the height problem. 

If true access to public 
transport is to be achieved in 
the spirit of the Disability 
Discrimination Bill, those 
responsible for design have a 
long way to go from the present 
ad hoc stagecoach approach. 
Kenneth Matheson 
London W6 


As part of a major internal 
reorganisation, British Gas has 
re-allocated the previous 
responsibilities of home service 
advisers to other personnel 
within the organisation. 

However, it is important to 
stress that the changes will not 
affect services such as home 
visits that are provided to our 


Chariot fired 


After Brenda Lewis’ comments 
on Chariot magazine’s sexist 
cartoons (DN June), may I tell 
of my experiences? 

I agreed to supply Chariot 
with political cartoons 
provided they published a crit- 
ique covering my concerns 
about earlier cartoons. The 
editor, Christine Pickthall, agreed. 

Imagine my surprise when I 
received a letter from her 
advising me that after “a long 
and protracted debate over the 
issues raised”, the editorial team 
decided not to print the 
comments. A personal letter 
explained that Chariot “will 
never be the kind of publication 
that the disabled activist would 
subscribe to...Chariot’s main 
aim is to provide a comprehen- 


_ sive range of information for 


ALL disabled people”. 

The criticism of sexual 
harrassment was seen as “evil is 
in the eye of the beholder”. 
Some wheelchair users, said the 
letter, are “dependent” and 
“confined” and can be 
“victims” of their situation, 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 
Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


an 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 


Tel: 01293 871019 Fax: 0193 871007 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 01484 400795 Fax: 01484 400796 


older or disabled customers. 

The overall aim is to improve 
on our already high level of 
service, and I trust this 
information is of help in 
reaffirming this position. 
Simon Henderson 


~Information Officer 


British Gas 
Staines, Middlesex 


though Chariot “as realists” 
recognises that physical, 
financial and environmental 
restrictions can cause this. 
lam grateful that my 
misunderstandings of Chariot’s 
position on the disability 
movement and sexual equality 
have been cleared up. 
Dave Lupton 
(Crippen — disabled cartoonist) 
Horbury, West Yorkshire 


Ezra Pounded 

A 70-year-old woman saved 
Ezra, a girl’s best friend, from 
death by paying £67.30 to the 
London Borough of Redbridge. 
Ezra, a cute rottweiler, helps 
Ashleigh Lowe, aged six, who 
has cerebral palsy, to stand and 
walk by holding her collar. 

But Ezra got out of the 
garden, untagged, and council 
officers pounced. Ashleigh's 
mother Deb ra Whiteman 
could not pay the fine.— she’s 
on income support. But fairy 
godmother Elvira Vockrodt, 
rottweiler owner and trainer, 
did. “You can get a hotel in 
London for that,” she said later. 
“Are they serving champagne?” 

Apparently, the charge 
included fine, vaccination, 
administration and overnight 
stay. A local councillor thought 
people on benefits should get 
“scaled fees in accordance with 
their ability to pay”. 


Your number's up 
Poor old David Sieff, the 
National Lottery Charities 
Board chairman? Perhaps not. 
First he made seemingly 
disparaging comments about 
deaf people and people with 
Alzheimer’s disease, then the 
National Lottery turned down 
a £250,000 application from 
the Royal Association in Aid of 
Deaf People. Now his board 
has landed him in hot water. 
The wrong post code was 
printed on pre-addressed 
envelopes sent to charities with 
their application forms for 
lottery cash. The error went 
undetected initially, leaving 
staff twiddling their fingers 
and wondering where all the 
applications had gone. One 
way of keeping them down? 
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Inspecting the troops 


The Royal Tournament is famous for its gruelling field-gun race. But getting into Earls 


Court proved to be just as hard for Eve Grace. DN joined her there. 


The taxi dropped us at the 
main Warwick Road entrance 
of Earls Court, Olympia, west 


London. It was a hot afternoon 
and we were going to the Royal 


Tournament. 

Earls Court is the busiest 
venue in Europe. Two-and-a- 
half million visitors a year 
come to events like the Royal 
Tournament and the Ideal 
Home Exhibition. 

In June, the owners, Earls 
Court Olympia, announced 
that they had spent more than 
£60,000 on “enhancing access 
for people with disabilities” 
and improving the venue’s 
“special needs service”. 

We wanted to find out if it 
had been money well spent. 

“Enhancing access for people 
with disabilities”, it transpired, 
meant “for people in 
wheelchairs”. Dropped kerbs, 
ramps, better signage and 
platform lifts had been put in. 

Earls Court Olympia 
approached its improvements 
with no particular sense of 
urgency. The first drawings 
were dated February 1992. 

But they had good intentions 
and consulted architects, 
building control officers and 


charitable bodies — even if there is 
no access officer in the borough 


of Kensington & Chelsea. 
Crowds obscured the new 
direction signs, but the freshly 


tarmacked pavement between us 


and the wide, curving entrance 
steps was outlined in yellow. 


Eve on the wheelchair lift. 


“There were no directions.” 
ALISON MILLER 


Part of the steps had been 
sculpted into a short, narrow 
ramp up to the box office, 
painted with a huge yellow 
wheelchair symbol. 

It was an elegant and 
attractive ramp, so much so 
that many pedestrians used it. 
But it was also so narrow that 
pedestrians and wheelchair 
users could barely pass on it, 
and so curved that people 


starting at either end could not 
see each other. 

The new, and only, dropped 
kerb was ten yards to our right, 
forcing us to traverse the 
forecourt — across everyone’s 
path as they approached the 
doors — then double back along 
the crowded pavement. 

We paused at the intersection 
of the ramp and the two 
shallow steps: four people 
stumbled over it as we watched. 

At the top of the ramp, there 
was a landing and another 
flight of steps up to the 
entrance doors, which we had 
to cross in front of again to 
reach another ramp, this time 
with a handrail, which led 
around the side of the building 
and into the foyer. 

There were no directions to 
the platform lift taking people 
up to the exhibition hall, but 
an attendant in a peaked cap 
told us to come with him. 


Lots of attendants 
Another attendant took me 
and my power chair up the five 
or six steps to an inner foyer, 
where we went up one more 
ramp alongside a few more 
steps. Finally we were inside. 
The exhibition hall itself was 
also entered by a ramp, which 
meant that getting in and out 
for refreshments was 
straightforward enough. 


Nice show, shame about the access: the spectacular field-gun race 


Once inside, the performance 
was highly enjoyable. I found 
myself sitting next to a World 
War Two flying ace who had 
flown missions in Lancaster 
bombers. The theme was 
“victory”, with a strong 
emphasis on the VE-Day and 
VJ-Day celebrations. 


Overall, the ramps and lifts do 
enable wheelchair users to enter 


- the building with help only 


from the platform lift operator. 
People with walking difficulties 
might find the dropped kerbs 
and ramp with handrail helpful, 
but this must be weighed 
against the extra distance. 


The new dropped kerb from 
the car park is also sited so as 
to ensure maximum detour. 

None of the improvements 
are of any help to people with 
visual or hearing impairments: 
the new signs are too low and 
too small and insufficiently 
contrasted. 


Hazardous ramp 

The narrow sections of 
dropped kerb, though poorly 
sited, are used by many pedes- 
trians, causing bottlenecks. 
The ramp to the box office is 
also ugly and hazardous. 

The company has installed 
ten unisex toilets, and arena 
seating (best in the house) for 
34 wheelchair users (and their 
compulsory enablers). 

A special needs team, known 
simply as the “disabled booking 
lady”, runs a telephone hotline 
for seat, restaurant and car 
parking reservations. 

She also organises a 
wheelchair ambulance shuttle 
between the car park and a 
vehicle entrance to the hall for 
wheelchair users who have 
come in groups, or made other 
arrangements. 

The field-gun race was 
tremendous. But I could not 
help feeling that the access for 
disabled people had also been a 
bit of an obstacle course. 

For Earls Court Olympia, 
access may be a “special need”. 
But they should remember 
that, for disabled visitors, it is a 
vital everyday one. 


Eve Grace has just completed a 
postgraduate diploma in 
environmental access at the 
Architectural Association. 


AS easy as 7 » 3 


onstables unique Carchair system provides the ultimate freedom and 


independence for the wheelchair user. By adapting into either the passenger 


or drivers seat of a standard production car; the Carchair eliminates the need to 


purchase a special vehicle. 


Comprising of a specially designed wheelchair and lift system the Carchair is 


extremely simple to operate. 


To arrange a free demonstration of this, or any Constables product without obligation, 


please telephone or write. 


Constasies Lp * Dept DN © Freepost (BR1032) © WesTHAM ® PEVENSEY ® EAsT Sussex * BN24 5BR ® TELEPHONE: (01323) 767574 
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16 Careers 


If you’ve ever wanted to bea 
newshound sniffing out the 
secrets of the great and greedy, 
maybe this is your chance to 
learn how to get into a 
profession that often ranks 
alongside politics and 
prostitution on the 
respectability scale. 

Disability is no barrier to print 
or broadcast journalism, and as 
a career can be great fun. 

Of course, every journalist 
has his or her nightmare — the 
kind of gaffe that gives editors 
grey hair. 


News 
Holidays 


Marshall Thomas: RADAR bursary led to an editorship 


—— es 


Tom Walker, 31, who is 
visually impaired, talks of the 
time he narrowly avoided a 
blizzard of complaints. 

Coronation Street’s Tracy 
Barlow was the subject of a 
light-hearted mid-morning 
discussion on Greater 
Manchester Radio when Tom 
only just stopped himself from 
saying “she needs a good 
f* 2 2G 2G 2b wack ” $ 

Richard Bowen, 30, who has 
cerebral palsy, remembers how 
he gave the wrong name for the 
wife and children of a local 


¢ Jobs 


So you want to 


Fancy yourself as a bit of a newshound? Hardened hack Rod Hermesto 


vicar. Luckily it was cleared up 
and the vicar did not have any 
explaining to do. 

There are a number of ways 
to get into journalism. The 
direct route is probably the 
most difficult. It involves 
getting a job and then being 
given on-the-job training, or 
going on block-release courses 
accredited by the National 
Council for the Training of 
Journalists (NCTJ). 


Expensive courses 

Another way in is to doa 
college course accredited by 
the NCTJ or National Council 
for the Training of Broadcast 
Journalists (NCTBJ). 

These range from one-year 
pre-entry courses, for which 
you will normally need at least 
two A-levels, to postgraduate 
diplomas, which can last for 
one year or 20 weeks. This 
route is expensive, especially if 
you have already done a degree 
and so do not qualify for a 
statutory award. 

There are degrees in 
journalism for which grants are 
automatic, but not many of 


* Benefits 


| 
these have been accredited yet. | 

The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR) gives three 
bursaries each year for 
disabled people to study 
journalism. They can cover 
tuition fees, living expenses 
and grants for equipment. 
Applications for 1996 began 
in August and are still open. 

London Weekend Television 
also runs a scholarship and 
six-month placement scheme 
for a disabled person accepted 
on to an NCTJ or NCTBJ 
accredited course. The 
selection process is completed 
for this year but the scheme 
may run again next year. 

The University of Central 
Lancashire is currently 
negotiating with BBC North 
in Manchester to restart a 
lapsed scholarship scheme. 

There are a large number of 
trusts and charities worth 
applying to before you take 
the drastic step of getting a 
bank loan. The Department 
of Social Security can also 
help on occasions. 

RADAR bursaries are 
awarded to people who have 
been offered a place on an 
accredited course and have 
proved they want to be 
journalists by gaining work 
experience. Colleges and 
employers will want similar 


Andrew Walker: “I don’t want to do d 


proof of commitment. 

A RADAR bursary let Tom 
Walker take a postgraduate 
diploma in broadcast 
journalism at the University of 
Central Lancashire in Preston 
in 1994-95. He is now ona 
three-month training contract 
with BBC Radio, working on 
programmes such as Does He 
Take Sugar? and You and Yours. 
He left the civil service at 27 to 
do a degree in psychology at 
Bolton. In the holidays he did 


work experience with Greater 


Disability NOW offers 


¢ Gardening 
¢ Sport 


¢ Motoring 
Arts * Equipment 


and much more... 


Are you one of the 80,000 readers keeping up-to-date with 
Disability Now every month? If not, don’t miss out. 
Fill in this coupon now. 


Individuals at home address — £14 (12 issues) [] £27 (24 issues) 1] 


Professionals/organisations — £19 (12 issues) [_] £37 (24 issues) [] 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, FREEPOST 17, London 
W1E 3HU. Cheques should be made payable to Disability Now. 
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The Wordcard 
only £29.95 inc p&p 


This clever product is useful for students, business people, crossword 
puzzlers, letter writers — in fact anybody who uses the English language! 


Enter a word phonetically, such as ‘defanishun’, and the Wordcard will 
give you the correct spelling — definition. 


Over 100,000 words are stored in the Wordcard. It also has a full function 
calculator with memory, and a crossword companion — up to 10 unkown 
letters per word. It measures 6x10cm, with a 1x6.5cm LCD screen and 
typewriter style QWERTY keyboard. 


Order this handy product today — and you'll 
wonder how you ever managed without it! 


CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 


01483 268888 ) 


| enclose my cheque/PO (no cash) for £ made payable to DN Word- 
card offer. Or debit my (_] Access [_] Visa Card No. Expiry date 


BBE CSP. CEE REE Eee 


Name (Capitals please) 


Orders are processed within 48 hrs 
of receipt. Please allow 21-28 days 
for delivery. If you are not satisfied, 
we will refund your money if you 
return the goods undamaged 
within a week. 


Please send me:___Wordcards @ £29.95 


Send to: DN Wordcard offer, JEM House, 
Little Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8ND 


) tories exclusively” NIC PATON 


i 5 

i Radio, The Bolton Journal and 
How. He has targeted network 
| 

se it is more supportive to 


iployees than local radio, but 
ak into mainstream journalism. 


pigeon-holed’ 

articles for the BBC have related 
} I think disability should be 

: ito social affairs rather than 
#i1-holed as it is now,” he says. 
\clude myself from doing 

dries, but I don’t want to do them 


fhalism courses will include law, 
Is and journalism skills. They can 
that are difficult for disabled 

i, for example, could not do 
Hecause of his visual impairment. 
yn to the course is not the 

s making sure that the 

ware watertight. Before I started 
went along to meet the lecturers 
ily needs. 

tlem we identified was shorthand. 


jon was given verbally, but it took 
ir or five months before they 

Me it in writing. At one point they 
Hge on the agreement and make 
| alternative unit.” 


§reen, course leader at Preston, 
| 
jay down to bureaucracy because 


Wales were being rewritten. 
j . . 
stion that Tom might have to 


i), he says. “When it was resolved, 


yMative unit was overturned 


yple”, covering accessible 
saries, and other sources of 


National Bureau for Students 
jilities, also publishes a booklet 
Trusts”, tel: 0171-978 9890 


0181-940 0694. 


it was resolved in the way we 
had indicated it would be in 
the first instance.” 


Tom had enriched the course, 


he adds. Similar problems 


should now be sorted out more 


quickly, though individual 
cases are still decided on their 
Own merits. 


Shorthand dispute 


There is disagreement within 
the industry and colleges as to 


whether shorthand is necessary. 


Strathclyde University 
recently scrapped its rule that 
postgraduate diplomas could 
not be awarded unless the 
student had passed an 80- 
words-per-minute exam. 

Tape recorders are often the 
answer for print journalists, 
although many local 


newspapers are still demanding 
100 words per minute, as does 


2 a journalist? 


Jals how to go about getting that all-important first break in the media. 


the NCTJ. For broadcast 
journalists, it is less of an issue. 

Richard Bowen received a 
RADAR bursary in 1991, and 
has worked for the Sale and 
Altrincham Messenger for 
three-and-a-half years. He 
studied a pre-entry course in 
journalism at Stradbroke 
College, Sheffield. 

He specialises in features and 
arts and enjoys it. But there are 
practical advantages too. 

“You don’t have the same 
deadlines as with news stories. 
It would be a struggle for me 
to type up a news story as 
quickly as my colleagues.” 

Rebecca Drane, 27, did the 
postgraduate course in 
newspaper journalism at 
Preston in 1990-91. She has 
spina bifida. 

She has worked in Liverpool 
City Council’s publicity 


2 6g Es: 


Rebecca Drane: now at Liverpool Council after a stint with ITN 
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Richard Bowen: less pressured world of features suits him best 


department, writing 
newsletters and working on 
campaigns. She also worked 
with ITN in London once her 
course had finished. 

RADAR paid her wages while 
she assessed the newsroom for 
accessibility for wheelchair 
users, but it also gave her a lot 
of good experience. 

“Tt was brilliant. I have 
worked with ITN since, on the 
foreign desk during the South 
African elections. I would like 
to get into television, radio, or 
newspaper journalism ona 
permanent basis.” 

Marshall Thomas, 24, who 
has spina bifida, also received a 
RADAR bursary. He completed 
a postgraduate diploma in 


THE MESSENGER 


journalism at City University, 
London, last October. 

Marshall recently left the 
British Sports Association for 
the Disabled where he was 
national events administration 
assistant, a post that involved 
writing press releases. 

He has become editor of 
Challenge a disabled sports 
magazine that published its 
first issue in August. 

Journalism is becoming more 
accessible to disabled people, 
but there is still a long way to 
go before disability is repres- 
ented in a manner that many 
disabled people would like. 

To achieve this, more disabled 
people still need to influence 
the industry from within. 


ALVEMA 


IS BACK! 


THE NEW LUXURY PUSHCHAIR FROM ALVEMA 


Confidence comes with finding the right pushchair which combines 
comfort, control and ease of use, whatever the circumstances. 


The new Max pushchair has been designed to provide seating 
comfort for your child, and at the same time to ensure maximum 
positioning and support. 

: Rugged construction on a standard lightweight frame 
helps you maintain balance and control, even when used on 
uneven ground. 

The Maxis adjustable to suit children from 1-12 years, and 

can be folded away easily for storage in the back or boot of a car. 
There is also a helpful choice of extra equipment included. 


‘Alvema’s new pushchair combines the practicality of 
earlier popular models of the Max with years of additional 
“research and development to produce the most up to date in 
design and technical facility. 

Alvema — Quite simply the best. 
Send for a free colour brochure on the 
New Alvema Max. 


Rainbow Rehab. The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1EU 
Tel: 01202 481818. Fax: 01202 476688 


Sole UK distributors of Alvema Products. 


Disabilitywow September 1995 


See you there! 


The DN team will be on 
stand 122, handing out 
sample copies of the 
September issue and 
hoping to meet readers. 
Do come and join us! 


This year’s Naidex Interna- 
tional is bigger than ever 
before. The exhibition has 
expanded into a third hall at 
Wembley, with 220 companies 
catering to an estimated 12,000 


visitors. 

With so much to see, a good 
starting point is the new 
product showcase, which will 
display the ten “best” products 
launched over the last months, 
as selected by Therapy Weekly. 

Another fun stop will be the 
wheelchair test track, where 
visitors will be able to put 


First Class personal attention 
All Single Rooms 


Views of open countryside 


* Competitive rates 


Our quality 

assurance 
complies 

with BS5750 


18 Naidex preview 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


* 
* Qualified Nursing Staff at all times 

A 

* Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 
* 

* 


Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
* Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
* Hairdressing service available on site 
* Transport Service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


Dd) 


Hannah Crabtree puts this year’s exhibitors through their paces 


manual and electric wheelchairs 
through their paces. 

Electric Mobility Euro (stand 
161) has extended its Rascal 
range of electric scooters and 
power chairs with the 
introduction of the Little 
Rascal, a compact, electric 
three wheeler, designed for 
small adults and children. 

The Oxford Hoist Company, 
(stand 64) is also offering new 
ways to move about. The 
Oxford Midi fits in between 
their existing Mini and Major 
hoists. 


Star transfer: the Transferer Standaid from Oxford Hoists 


Another first for the firm at 
Naidex will be the Transferer 
Standaid, which can transfer 
you from chair to bed or toilet 
quickly and safely. 

New innovations in the bed 
world are being shown by 
C & C Bedding (stand 131), 
who are launching the 
Sensation. This is an adjustable 
bed with a built-in massage 
unit in the mattress. 

Centromed (stands 27A and 
300) has combined the Qutee 
Mattress Variator and the 
Lytaire Portable Turning 
Assistor to produce the 


Atlantic Turner. This lets you 

turn and lift in a single frame. 
Sunrise Medical’s stands 

should also prove a big 


AccessAbility awards 


Hurry, hurry! Naidex will 
be your last chance to 
nominate buildings and 
services for the 1995 Access- 
Ability Awards. Hand in 
nominations to DN’s stand, 
122, or Gerald Simonds 
Healthcare, stands 86 and 
96. Deadline: 21 September. 


THERA*POSTURE 


Stay Independent in Comfort 


Automatic Adjustable Bed 


Independence and comfort at the touch of a button 


Theraposture offer a carefully thought-out range of products to help 
those with mobility problems enjoy the independence and comfort of 


their own homes. 


Suppliers to DHS, and Health Authorities 


Head up 
Eat, read or 
watch TV in 

comfort 


The Automatic 
Seat Lift Chair 
& AutoLift 
Slumber Recliner 
*Stands you up 
*Sits you down 
*Nice and gently 


*At the touch 
of a button. 


FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
OR DEMONSTRATION, 
PLEASE 'PHONE 


(0985) 


Variable Height 


Feet up 

Improve For easier 
circulation, nursing or 847788 
reduce fluid getting in and 

retention out 


QS 
PING gh Fre 
THERA*:POSTURE 


Theraposture Limited, 
FREEPOST, Warminster, Wilts., BA12 8TZ 


[Fill in this coupon or phone for a FREE Brochure—no stamp needed 
I DIN 09 
; : Please tick for brochure 


: ()Beds (Chairs [Transfer System 
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attraction. One of the main 
sponsors of the 1996 
Paralympics, Sunrise Medical 
will not only be showing new 
products but will have a rang 
of sporting events taking plac 
in a special features arena (H 
three). 

Earls Medical (stand 183) wi 
be launching the Rheuma- 
Therm, a portable treatment 
bath. Sumed (stand 135) will 
offering a Communication | 
Aids Folder, and displaying : 
pressure care and speech | 
therapy products. | 

Standish Manufacturer 
Aidserve (stand 119) is 
introducing the new Osprey 
shower range, designed to be | 
comfortable and easy to use. 

There will also be free advieg 
aplenty. The Disabled Living 
Foundation and the Royal 
Association For Disability and 
Rehabilitation will be present, 
And all the latest news and 
advice about Government 
initiatives will be available on | 
the Government information | 
stand (stand 31). | 

A seminar programme, free t 
all visitors, runs parallel with 
the exhibition, covering topics 
such as computers, outdoor 
activities and communication 
aids. All seminars will be lista 
on your admission ticket. 


Opening times 
Tuesday 19 September, 
1lam-Spm. 

Wednesday 20 September, 
10am-7pm. 

Thursday 21 September , 
10am-4pm. 

Admission is free to all visitors 
— for a ticket call the event’s 
hotline on 0181-984 7733. 


Travel information 

A courtesy bus for disabled 
people will operate between ~ 
Euston Bus Station, Kings 


Kids ’r’ us: the Little Rascal 
from Electric Mobility Euro wil 
be on show for the first time 


Cross and Wembley Exhibitior 
Centre — it leaves Euston at 
9.30am and 11.30am and 
returns from Wembley at 
2.30pm and 4.30pm. 

A courtesy shuttle bus service 
operates from 8am-6pm daily 
between Wembley Park 
Underground Station and the 
exhibition centre. The centre is it 
zone four on the underground. 

Buses: 83, 92 and 182 run to 
the Wembley Arena. 


<< 


Sport 19 


Europe title for 


Britain’s men’s wheelchair bas- 
ketball team are European 
‘Champions, after beating Spain 
in a thrilling final in Paris in July. 
The hotly-tipped Spanish led 
the game until the dying min- 
utes. But Britain came back to 
gain the upper hand, hanging 
on to a slender lead with some 
excellent shooting before even- 
tually winning 55-54. 
It is the first major trophy the 
British team have won since the 
early 1970s. 
Britain’s first five matches in 
the 12-nation championships 
were against Sweden, France, 
Belgium, Finland and _ Italy. 


basketball Brits 


Extra time was needed to beat 
the French by a narrow margin 
of 61-59. 

Mark Cheaney shone in the 
semi-final, scoring 22 points in 
a 56-52 win against defending 
champions Holland. 

Cheaney and Colin Price, the 
British captain, were voted 
among the championship’s top 
five players. 

Price said: “There was no one 
star player. We have 12 very 
good players with individual 
talents and we all played very 
well throughout.” 

Next stop for the Brits is the 
1996 Paralympics in Atlanta. 


Ine man in a boat: Phil Griffin took first place in three races 


Viarlow’s 
clear water 


fhree members of the Marlow 
towing Club stole the show at 
he National Argonaut Dis- 
bled Rowing Meeting in July. 
Phil Griffin, of Hemel Hemp- 
tead, took first place in the 
00m single sculls, beating 
eam mate Geoff Spencer by 
our lengths in the final. 
Griffin later doubled up with 
is other Marlow team mate, 
Yerek Irvine, in the 500m pairs 
nd 500m double sculls, against 
cen Evans and Andrew Sher- 
nan of Sefton. 
The three Marlow rowers have 
een selected to represent 
ritain at this year’s World 
owing Championships for 
ble-bodied and disabled row- 
rs in Finland, 20-27 August. 
The rowers use training boats, 
nown as Mondegos, which are 
irger and more stable than the 
oats used by able-bodied row- 
rs. “It’s like trying to row with 
bucket on a chain behind 
ou,” said Griffin, who joined 
1e team 18 months ago. 


i 


fo 


“s ati = ~— = 


action 


ee 


rman 


Yorkshire’s White Rose won the British Blind Sport’s National Blind Cricket Championship on 


12 August, after losing in three previous finals. They beat Metro, a London team, with 123 runs for nine 
wickets after 25 overs, against Metro’s 93 all out. Captain John Prashar said: “We were in danger of becom- 
ing the bridesmaids of blind cricket, but we played extremely well and thoroughly deserved this on the day.” 
Man-of-the-match Gavin Griffiths made a brilliant catch to take the final wicket for White Rose. “It was 
instinctive,” he said. The final, sponsored by Action for Blind People, was the third played at Lord’s. 


Going for 
gold, twice 


Wolverhampton’s Mark Far- 
nell, and  Harlow’s Noel 
Thatcher, took double golds in 
the 5,000m and 10,000m at the 
European Blind Athletics 
Championships in July. 

Sharon Bolton, of Oxford, 
won the women’s long jump, 
setting a European record of 
5.18m. A throw of 41.24m won 
the discus for Folkestone’s John 
Ward. 


- O’Straint is a complete, compartmen- 
talised interdependent occupant and 
wheelchair restraint system that can 
accommodate most chairs. 


The floor pocket compartmentalisation 
method is the key to safe ridership 


A track record of proven testimonials 


in accidents 


A full occupant restraint with lap and 
shoulder belts. (Shoulder belts should 
not be attached below the shoulder!) 


Over 100 static and impact tests with 
results that surpass the highest stan- 


dards anywhere in the world Q’Straint, for your wheelchair 


Quick and easy installation or retro-fit 
in all models of buses and vans 


Fast and foolproof operation 


Supported by a full professional train- 


ing program 


See us at London Naidex 
Stand 162 


Hampshire Mobility Options & 
Independent Living Exhibition 


& 6 


on Friday & Saturday 
6th & 7th October 1995 
from 10am to 5pm at 


THE NOVOTEL West Quay Road, SOUTHAMPTON 
AN EXHIBITION FOR THE ELDERLEY 


& PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
Including the latest: 


WHEELCHAIRS, DISABILITY EQUIPMENT, SPECIALLY ADAPTED 
VEHICLES, INFORMATION GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS 
PLUS MUCH MUCH MORE 


ADMISSION FREE 


* AMPLE PARKING * REFRESHMENTS * 
Exhibition Organisers: D.M.P. PROMOTIONS UK LTD 
Tel: 01226 386677 or Fax: 01226 390777 


passenger safety 


For People Who Care ™ 
Q’Straint,(Europe) 
10 Wilson House, John Wilson Business Park, 
Thanet Way, Whitstable, Kent CT53QT 
Tel: 01227 773035 Fax: 01227 770035 
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The micro 
maze: where | 
do you start? | 


As children begin school or pre-school 
this month, Mike Davies offers guidance 


Microtechnology for children 
with physical disabilities is all 
about empowerment and inde- 
pendence. 

But it can only supplement 
self-help skills; it cannot 
substitute for lost ability. So it is 
no good getting a piece of 
equipment and thinking “that's 
the answer, now I can sit back”. 

Also, a child will usually need 
a lot of support and training to 
begin with, carefully managed 
to encourage skill development. 

The key to success is to 
harness a child’s natural 
motivation. Sadly, many 
children already in school have 
had that precious incentive 
knocked sideways because they 
cannot keep up in class — they 
lack fine motor dexterity or 
communication skills, and the 
teaching materials may be too 
complicated if they have visual 
perception problems. Teachers, 
educational psychologists and 
even parents don’t always 
realise this is happening. 

Technology can come to the 


rescue and overcome many of 
the difficulties, restoring the 
child’s natural inclination to 
want to do things for himself. 


Communication 

A communication aid should 
be high on the list of priorities 
for a child with poor speech. It 
will give him some say in what 
is happening around him, con- 
tact with classmates, and it will 
be easier for the teacher to help 
with the national curriculum. 

If the child has no aid before 
coming to school, enlist his 
speech therapist, who knows 
his language skills and can go 
with you to the local 
communication aids centre. 

The aids brought into school 
will vary from simple picture 
boards to sophisticated comp- 
uters with a voice synthesiser. 

As well as having an 
appropriate vocabulary and the 
best possible accessing devices, 
your child needs to learn to 
communicate effectively. 
Strategies must be taught to the 


Above: WAVERLE 
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at direct prices to make 
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ARROW helped Philip Branch, 16, from Croydon, gain confidence 


child and the listener: it is not 
much use if the child has 
learned communication 
shortcuts and the listener 
cannot intepret the message. 

More than one communication 
aid may be necessary. You can’t 
take a high-tech aid into the 
swimming pool, and it is 
unrealistic to expect a child not 
to talk at those times. 


Learning to read 

If your child has difficulty 
learning to read, a cassette 
recorder can capture their 
imagination and motivate them. 

The ARROW system (Aural, 
Read, Respond, Oral, Write) is 
a language laboratory cassette 
player with a twin-track 
recording facility that allows 
the child’s speech to be 
recorded on one track after the 
teacher’s model has been played 
to the child on the other. 

The advantage of ARROW is 
that it is audio active: teacher 
and child wear headsets and 
can talk during recording. 

A near-perfect version of the 
child’s reading is built up. 
Instant replay (which most 
cassette recorders don’t have) 
allows the child to hear what he 
or she has just said. 

Of six seven-year-olds who 
used the language laboratory 
for six weeks, five achieved 
reading progress of between six 
and 12 months, and the other 
grew in self-confidence and 
short term auditory memory. 


Speaking to your WP 

The advent of voice dictation is 
a great boon to physically dis- 
abled people who have reason- 
able speech but poor hand 
control. (If there is wide incon- 
sistency between how words 
are said and sound, the system 
may not be suitable.) 

From having to dictate their 
work and have it typed up or 
transcribed, students can now 
speak straight to a word 
processor and get a printout. 

DragonDictate and Kurzweil 
Voice are the more “hands free” 
systems with Kurzweil 


KEVIN SHAW 


probably the easiest to learn 
and use. Responsive Systems 
supply a set of voice dictation 
commands for Kurzweil that 
will operate with Microsoft’s 
Creative Writer word process- 
ing package for children. 

The IBM version and Dragon- 
Dictate are available for laptops; 
the Kurzweil will be soon. 

Check that voice dictation 
allows work to be completed 
more quickly, is easier to use 
than existing arrangements or 
might work best in tandem. 


encourages it too. 

The implication is that 
schools and local education 
authorities should be supplying 
the technology long before the 
SATs are administered. 

Parents should satisfy 
themselves what arrangements 
schools are making for their 
children’s SATs. Schools will 
only be able to justify exempting 
children with cp from writing. 


Just having fun 

The Sound Beam (SB) project 
uses a beam of sound which, 
when broken by a hand or 
object, or even the slightest 
body movement, produces 
musical sound. Breaking the 
beam in different places gives 
different sounds. Disabled chil- 
dren and adults can play SB like 
a piano. A boy severely dis- 
abled with cp who seldom 
smiled enjoyed the SB, and over 
a term his control of head 
movement improved. 

A touch screen attached to the 
computer also offers a rewarding 
early experience for very young 
children. Putting it on a heavy 
duty, height adjustable table, 
such as those produced by 
Varietech, and fitting hydraulic 
monitor arms can make the 
whole thing accessible within 
seconds. 


Touch fut ee King, 3, who has speech and learning difficulties, 


was enchanted by the touch screen mounted on a Varietech table 
NIC PATON 


Flexible arrangements 
When it comes to taking tests, 
the GCSE Joint Examining 
Boards now have very compre- 
hensive and flexible “special 
arrangements” for students 
with cerebral palsy (cp) and 
other physical and neurological 
conditions. These include com- 
puters, word processors, elec- 
tronic typewriters and 
communication aids — in other 
words, what is routinely avail- 
able to the student in the class- 
room, or should be. 

For Standard Assessment 
Tests (SATs), some schools are 
not providing such equal 
opportunities. Key Stage 1 in 
English and Mathematics 
encourages teachers to be 
flexible in their adaptations of 
SATs, and the Department for 
Education Guidance, I believe, 


Never buy unless... 

Before taking delivery of any 
aid, ensure 

* You have had a special, 
impartial and thorough assess- 
ment of the most suitable aids 
* A training package comes 
with the equipment, particu- 
larly if the technology is com- 
plex, and it can be used by 
parents, teachers and non- 
teaching staff 

*The aid is used consistently, as 
part of an overall plan, and 
everywhere — school, home, at 
play 

* There is 24-hour maintenance 
cover and, ideally, replacement 
equipment available. 


Mike Davies is senior educa- 
tional psychologist at Scope’s 
Advisory Assessment Service, 


tel: 0171-387 9571. 


“ve channelled my energies 


into creating miniatures’ 


(7) When Andrea Barham became disabled, she found that small really was beautiful 


‘My hectic career as a beauty 
|therapist came to an abrupt 
end four years ago when I 
became disabled with myalgic 
-encephalomyelitis (ME). 
Thad to give up my salon, as 
well as everything that could 
not be achieved from a 
wheelchair. This is when I 
turned to miniaturism. 

Becoming disabled brought its 
own challenges. It was difficult 
‘to adjust, especially in the early 
days. I found it really helpful to 
channel my energies into 
/creating miniature microcosms. 
‘It requires minimal effort, 
finance and mobility. 

After poring over mail-order 
‘bead and craft catalogues for 
‘hours and borrowing piles of 
library books on period style 
and crafts, I set myself the 
challenge of creating everything 
in my room settings, including 
the china, glassware and 
electric lighting. 

To my surprise, I found an 
incredible array could be made 
from humble bits and bobs. 
Jumble sales and charity shops 
are particularly good sources of 
‘materials. There is a satisfying 
| element in recycling buttons, 
scarfs and haberdashery scraps 
‘into something new. 


A = peer “em bd 


Time, patience and good light are the keys to a lovingly crafted work 


| With the love and support of 
imy family and the help of my 
specialist, my condition has 
improved over the last months. 
if have even been commissioned 
fo write a book, Easy to Make 
Dolls’ House Accessories*, due 
to be published in September. 

| It really isn’t difficult, even for 
a beginner. The only things 
‘equired, apart from a few 
theap components — such as 
scissors, craft knives, glue and 
daint — are an investment of 
‘ime and patience, and a good 
‘ight in which to work. I work 
‘in natural daylight where 
ossible and use a daylight 
bulb (from a craft shop) in an 


anglepoise lamp in the evening. 
Some people might find a 
magnifying lamp useful. 

Patience will make up for any 
lack of dexterity. My husband 
Andrew will be the first to 
confirm how clumsy I am! I 
drop whatever I am working on 
several times before it is 
finished. I am a firm advocate 
of using a good, strong glue! 


Ol 


National Curriculum 


Another difficulty I have 
sometimes is a loss of short- 
term memory. This would not 
appear to be a problem when 
working manually, but it is if I 
get distracted. 

Since each item is so tiny, lam 
apt to place it out of harm’s 
way for a moment and then 
completely forget about it. 

It comes to mind some hours 
later and I often spend more 
time looking for the misplaced 
miniature than I did making it. 

Like all crafts, there is an 
element of skill involved. 
Acquiring these skills takes 
time, but practise makes 
perfect, and experimentation is 
part of the fun. 

I only use the most basic of 
tools and the minimum of 
physical effort. Most wood- 
working skills are beyond my 
present capabilities. 

I concentrate on customising 
cheap, imported dolls’ house 


LORD MAYOR TRELOAR SCHOOL 


FROYLE ALTON HAMPSHIRE GU34 4LA 
(Supported by the Treloar Trust Registered Charity No 307103) 


EDUCATION, INDEPENDENCE AND CARE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 8-16 WITH 
PHYSICAL AND LEARNING DISABILITIES 


ANDREW BARHAM 


furniture (often seen in gift 
shops), decorating room settings 
and designing accessories. 


Recreating history 

I began by recreating the Victo- 
rian period. With the help of 
more research, I back-tracked 
to Georgian times, forward to 
Edwardian, followed by the 
1920s and 1930s. My latest ven- 
ture is a Tudor setting. 
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I have also designed a 
miniature outdoor garden (to 
save on watering). Indoor ones 
are also practical, as long as 
suitable plants are chosen. 

If you are mobile, many 
suitable specimens can be 
hunted down or ordered from 
local garden centres. 

My full-size garden has a 
“back-to-nature” look, but my 
miniature one, contained in a 
fibre-glass tray, is beautifully 
groomed with the aid of my 
trusty manicure scissors and a 
vacuum. 

An excellent range of plants is 
also stocked by the Nursery of 
Miniatures (see below). You 
need not even leave your 
armchair to order, since this 
can be done by post or 
telephone. The shop will even 
supply miniature goldfish, but 
not through the post... 

Specialist magazines, such as 
Dolls’ House World, Home 
Miniaturist and Dolls’ House 
and Miniature Scene, are now 
available on newsstands. There 
are also fairs all over the country. 

I cannot begin to describe the 
delights of seeing one’s own 
miniature worlds slowly take 
shape. They also make 
wonderful gifts for friends and 
relations. 

I still like to participate in the 
real world, as a writer and a 
shopper, but only when I can 
drag myself away from my 
miniature world. Be warned, it 
is addictive. 


Nursery of Miniatures, Honi- 
ton, Devon EXI4 85X, tel/fax: 
(01404) 42617. 

*£14.99, the Guild of Master 
Craftsmen, tel: (01273) 478449. 
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The ‘Royale’ is a new addition to the Newton range of powered 
wheelchairs. The compact and easily foldable design of the 


Full range of subjects to GCSE level 

Large Learning Difficulties Department caters for those who require a 
modified curriculum 

A unique interdisciplinary programme (FLAME) run by a team of staff for 
young people with Cerebral Palsy 

Support from Therapy and medical teams, including 24 hour nursing 
care, Rehabilitation Engineering, and experienced care staff 

College Chaplain, Counselling service and Careers advice 


For further information please contact 
Admissions Secretary, 01420 547425 


wheelchair is equally at home indoors and with 200mm castors, 
rear wheel traction and kerbclimber, outdoors. The Royale's high 
manouverability, smooth comfortable ride and high specification 
sets a new standard in its class. Additional seating options are 
available to upgrade this wheelchair to even higher standards. 
Return the coupon below to Newton Products 

Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 0SQ for further details: 


DN 9/95 


OR CALL THE SALES HOTLINE: 0121-785 0355/6 
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Keep Moving, Keep Young! 
By Margaret Graham 

£6.99, Hodder & Stoughton, 
from Bookpoint, tel: (01235) 
400400 


This is an extremely useful 
book for people who feel they 
need to do some exercise, but 
balk at the idea of step classes, 
aerobics or “working out”. 

It is based on yoga: combining 
relaxation techniques with 
gentle stretching exercises that 
can be done sitting in a chair, if 


need be, and is written with 
love and a sense of fun. 

Graham has researched her 
methods with great care. Her 
accounts of the initial 
experiments, carried out with 
great sensitivity, are an 
inspiration in themselves. 

As someone with osteo- 
arthritis, I know how 
important regular exercise is 
for strengthening the muscles 
that surround fragile joints and 
keeping those joints mobile. 

I found that I was able to do 


REHA INTERNATIO- 
NAL in Dusseldorf is 
the world’s largest 
trade fair for all kinds 
of equipment and 
services which make 
daily life easier for 
disabled, chronically ill 
and elderly people. It 
is the No. 1 Meeting 
Point for trade visitors 
and for disabled 
people. 


‘More than 550 exhibi- 
tors from 20 countries 
present a complete 
overview of equipment 
and new products for 
rehabilitation and care. 
Visitors can also 
expect a varied range 
of practical information 
and entertainment. 


You can find out all the 
latest information at 
the forum and the 
congress — all on an : 


INTERNATIONAL 


® 


exhibition complex 
which is designed with 
the disabled in mind. 
Ask advice from 
associations and orga- 
nisations. Look for- 
ward to the Sports 
Centre, the European 
Cultural Festival 
EUCREA and to the 
Presentation by the 
Partner Country Nor- 
way. 


Come to REHA 
INTERNATIONAL. 
Gain new contacts 
with professionals and 
people with similar 
interests. 


Welcome 
to Dusseldorf 


25.-28. 10. 95 


Daily from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm 


Messe [ats| Diisseldorf 


For further information contact: 

Dusseldorf Trade Fair Agency Ltd., Ramsay House, 
Marchmont Farm, Link Road, Piccotts End, 

Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire HP2 6JH 

Tel: 01442-230033, Fax: 01442-230012 
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almost all the exercises 
effortlessly. The chapters on 
tension and relaxation are 
excellent and encourage self- 
awareness of parts of the body 
that are crying out for attention. 

It also advises you to look at 
how you are carrying out 
everyday tasks, then suggests 
ways to improve posture and be 
kinder to your joints. 

Individual positions are 
clearly illustrated. I found most 
of them quite manageable, even 
on a first run through. 

At the end there are suggested 
programmes that take you 
through relaxation, breathing, 
exercises and then yet more 
lovely relaxation! 

Whatever our age or physical 
abilities, we are all becoming 
aware of the importance of 
incorporating some exercise 
into our daily routine. This 
book is well worth exploring. 


Lida Clarke 


The Treatment You 
Deserve: the right way to 
get it from the new NHS 

by lain Robertson-Steel and 
Chris Vaughan 

£3.99, Right Way, from book- 
shops 


This book sets out a lay per- 
son’s guide to the new, market- 
oriented National Health 
Service. Robertson-Steel and 
Vaughan explain the “internal 
market”, and why certain 
choices have to be made. 

They then go on to give a very 
practical guide on how to 
choose the GP who is most 
likely to listen to you and help 
you get the treatment you need. 

There is a chapter on what 
happens when your GP sends 
you to hospital. Other chapters 
explain who does what in a 
hospital, and what your rights 
are. It also tackles the difficult 
subject of how healthcare in the 
NHS is rationed. The authors 
believe that the public should 
join in the debate on how 
healthcare might be rationed in 
the future. 


TELEPHONE 


Walkabouts 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON 
y NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 


Tel: (0115) 925 5488 


Some people will find this 
book difficult to follow. Some 
important points are made 
almost in the form of notes. 

Although it does recognise 
that many people are frightened 
of doctors, I do not think the 
authors realise that many people 
find it very difficult to ask 
questions. I was disappointed, 
too, that the words “people with 
a disability” or even “disabled 
people” were not in the index. 
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J The Right Way | 


to get it from 
the new NHS 
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Although the authors give 
useful tips on how to choose a 
GP, they assume that you have a 
choice. It does not talk about 
the difficulties you might have 
in persuading a GP to accept 
you on to his or her list. 

But it does highlight that the 
Patient’s Charter requires the 
Family Health Services 
Authority to find you a new 
doctor within two working days. 

Valerie Lang 


Six DN readers will be able 
to rove the countryside with 
confidence this summer, 
after winning free copies of 
The Which? Guide to Week- 
end Breaks. The magnificent 


six are: Jonathan Hayes from 
Berkhamsted, Jean Hamilton 
from London, Mavis Hobbs 
of Chichester, Jean Collier 
from Bristol, Clive Garnett 
of Portsmouth and S Wilson 
from Birmingham. 


by Metco 


+t Extra mobility for | 
around £100! 


Free offer for 
DN readers! 


The CLA 
Cookery, 


vin Chk eae aaageed 
Get your chops round this 
one! The first five lucky DN ]} 
readers to write in can get | 
The Country Landowners’ 
Association Cook Book for | 
free! Stuffed with delicious 
recipes, this 120-page book is 
a must. It is normally £8.50 
+ £1.50 p&p. All proceeds 
go to the trust. Mark your 
entries “CLA Book Offer”. 
To buy a copy, write to Trish 
Blight, CLA, 16 Belgrave 
Square, London SW1X 8PQ. } 


Book news 


Playing with a visually 
impaired child can be a chal- 
lenge. The Royal National 
Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB) has published Play It 
My Way to help parents gain | 
confidence. All tips have : 
been used successfully with 
visually impaired children. 
£9.95, RNIB Customer Ser- 
vices, tel: (01345) 023153. 


Goff Lifts Off is the first 
book by Judy Pawlowski, 
who has multiple sclerosis. It | 
is a collection of bedtime 
stories, originally written for | 
her daughter Katie, now 11, | 
who was born witha cleft | 
palate. £1 from each sale 

goes to children’s hospice 
Acorns. £6, Judy Pawlowski, | 
5 Station Road, Great 
Wyrley, Walsall. 


Film 
Michael Turner 


When Kathy 
ates is seen 
rantically strug- 
ling with a 
wheelchair user 
atthe start of 
Dolores Clai- 
borne, you could be forgiven 

wr wondering what she has 
against disabled people. 

) Bates is best known for her 

| ‘ole in Misery, another 
idaptation of a Stephen King 

10 el, in which she terrorises 

es Caan while he is a 
ltemporary wheelchair user, and 
| re she is at it again! 

| Don’t jump to conclusions, 
ough, this is a very different 
Im. As Dolores Claiborne, 
Bates is at the centre of the 
ystery about whether she 
murdered her husband 20 years 
jago and has now killed Vera 
Donovan (Judy Parfitt), a rich 
Misabled widow. 

| The action combines 
ashbacks of Dolores’ life with 
er daughter and her alcoholic 
Psband his suspicious death 
land the subsequent inquiry, and 
e investigation of Vera’s 
ldeath by detective Christopher 
fa 

‘Dolores’ and Vera’s 
IBiationship is also developed 
though flashbacks showing 
\Dolores working as Vera’s 


Music 


Mik Scarlet 


Gobbledegook 


(Gob are a rhythm ’n’ blues out- 
fit that would not have been 
‘out of place in the post-punk 
‘New Wave of the late ’70s. 

| In their new album 
Gobbledegook all the 
ingredients are there — punky 
vocals, power chords, old 

f shioned synths and drum 
achines. Being an old New 
Vave fan, I can dig where 
hey re coming from, but what 
don’t get is why. 

"It’s nearly 20 years since this 
Music was current and, as the 
lyrics are entirely concerned 
with disability issues, I would 
have thought Gob’s market is 
pretty small. 

_A worrying trend is that all 
the new disability releases 
seem to be financed by the 
Arts Council (Gob) or charity 


¥ 


(Stream Records and Heart ’n’ 
Soul). None are actually being 
‘signed by the music business. 
Does this say something 
vabout quality? OK, record 
icompanies are fascists, but if I 


worked at Sony I would laugh 


Dolores Clai 


housekeeper, and then as her 
carer. The relationship between 
the two women is well 
portrayed by Bates and Parfitt, 
and the strength of the film is 
that all the characters develop 
well in tandem with the plot. 
But I have reservations about 
linking the two types of murder 
Dolores appears to commit. It 
is difficult to go into this 
without giving away too much 


if Gob asked for a deal. 

This album is out of date. In 
fact, as it’s playing I’m getting 
angry, not at the injustice faced 
by disabled people but at the fact 
that I have to listen to it. 

One last thought. Is the Colin 
Cameron who says on the 
inside sleeve how good Gob 
are, and how happy he was to 
give them a £2,500 Arts 
Council grant, the same 
Cameron credited with writing 
more than half of Gob’s songs? 
Do I smell a conspiracy? 


Video top five 


1. STARGATE (Fox Guild): Kurt 
Russell and James Spader fight 
Egyptian aliens from space. (N) 


2. INTERVIEW WITH THE 
VAMPIRE (Warner): Dentally 
challenged Brad Pitt and Tom 
Cruise have a chilling time. oO 


3. TIMECOP (CIC): Jean Claude 
Van Damme high kicks his way 


through time. | 


4. SHALLOW GRAVE (Polygram 
Video): A flatmate’s death and 
a moral dilemma. (N) 


5. THE SPECIALIST (Warner): | 
Sylvestor Stallone, Sharon @) 
Stone and lots of bangs. 


é 


Carer turned murderer? Kathy Bates as Dolores Claiborne (right), with Judy Parfitt as Vera Donovan 


of the plot, but the implied 
morality behind the story is 
distinctly suspect. 

Also suspect is another film, 
the historical epic Braveheart, 
which defines one leading 
character simply in terms of his 
disability. 

Robert the Bruce’s father 
(Ian Bannen) is never named 
in the whole three hours, and 
in the credits he is simply 


Kirsteen Knight 
Re PES eARAGe cewek eke eae 


We Are Not 
So Ordinary 


The Corali Dance Co is an inde- 
pendent group of six adults 
with learning difficulties. Their 
production We Are Not So 
Ordinary, at the Royal Festival 
Hall (RFH), was in two parts. 
The first — “The Future” — was 
set in a futuristic city that the 
company invented themselves. 
It looked at what it might be 
like to live in a self-created 
environment. It did not deal 
directly with visions of equality, 
but did express the desire for 
personal space and harmony. 
The performance had a 
calming quality, aided by the 
beautiful live score and a 
minimalist, but effective, set. 
The ballroom dance space at 
the RFH is a lowered area 
surrounded by a bar, cafeteria 
and shops. Set against this 
noisy background, the 
company managed to create 
the hushed atmosphere of a 
library. Many children in the 
audience watched spellbound. 


borne |& 


called “the leper”. His moral 
corruption in betraying his 
country is crudely embodied 
in his physical appearance. 

What makes this all the more 
remarkable is that this is Mel 
Gibson’s second film as a 
director. His first was The Man 
Without A Face, which 
emphasises that people should 
not be judged solely in terms of 
disability. 


fia. 


Corali: spellbinding 
PHILIP POLGLAZE 

“Still Life”, the second piece, 
asked the question “what is 
art?” or “what can be art?” The 
performers arranged picture 
frames on the floor, then created 
familiar compositions with fruit 
and flowers. They sat inside the 
frames and ate the fruit. Here 
lay the irony the company were 
looking for — there is no such 
thing as still life. 

All in all, Corali presented a 
tight and polished 
performance. The work 
perhaps lacked some emotional 
depth, but with more time and 
development, Corali should be 
a company to look out for. 
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levision 


Chris Davies 


If you haven’t 
watched You 
Decide, you 
won't appreciate 
the irony of the 
edition on 1 
August (BBC1). 

The programme is a live 
studio debate on a topical issue. 
Before the start, viewers phoned 
their vote on the issue to be 
discussed. The debate was 
shaped to argue against the 
majority opinion in the vote. At 
the end, another phone poll was 
taken to see if anyone has been 
swayed by the arguments. 

On this particular show, the 
debate was purely cosmetic. 


Viewers were asked a question 
along the lines of “Brain 
damaged childeren should be 
helped to die — yes or no?” As 
90 per cent said yes, the 
programme then attempted a 
counter argument — and failed. 

The majority of the audience 
were parents and medics. Only 
one disabled person was asked 
to speak and he was so horror- 
struck at what was being said 
that his contribution was 
mainly one of reaction. Little 
was said on the quality of life 
that disabled people can now 
prove as living witnesses. 

The final vote saw the initial 
majority shrink by only 10 per 
cent. No wonder! The 
programme makers themselves 
couldn’t be convinced by the 
argument against. Ironically, 
the programme was broadcast 
less than a week before my 50th 
birthday — I couldn’t help 
concluding that those voting 
“yes” were doubting the 
validity of those 50 years and 
maybe would have prevented 
them. 

When Direct Action Network 
next targets tv, please reflect 
that You Decide is perhaps 
more dangerous in influencing 
and reinforcing negative 
perceptions than even the old 
Telethon was. 

From the despised to the 
highly recommended. I’m Still 
a Tourist is a series of 12 ten- 
minute programmes, each 
featuring a different disabled 
person at a tourist attraction. 

Not only is this the first 
disability travel programme, 
but it’s actually more critical 
than most mainstream holiday 
programmes. The only 
problem: it is not shown on the 
same day at the same time each 
week. Such scheduling can only 
mean BBC2 considers this 
excellent programme to be a 
mere stop-gap. The programme 
makers deserve better and so 
do disabled people. A night- 
time repeat would be entirely 
appropriate. 
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24 Share your problems 


Make love 
your goal 


Ann Darnbrough DN, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


Readers of this column always 
come up trumps when we have 
really difficult problems to 
share. 

Your response to Richard, 
who described the howling 
pain of his unremitting 
loneliness in the most graphic 
terms (DN July) provides a 
wonderful example of your 
concern. 

A number of readers wrote to 
me, and many of them 
enclosed letters for Richard, 
which I have passed on. 
Everyone was supportive and 
wished very much that their 
concern could in some way 
give him strength and hope. 

Most wrote out of their own 
experience of loneliness. 
Gareth speaks for himself and 
others in a heartfelt letter: “No 
one can understand the levels 
of pain we are talking about, 
unless they’ve been there. 

“ve had suggested many 
things as a solution, but none 
have worked, despite trying. 
Yes, prostitutes have been 
suggested to provide a sexual 
outlet, dating agencies to 
provide ‘dates’, but in many 
cases what we, as disabled 
people, suffer from is 
attitudes. 

“To be rejected because of 
disability is difficult enough, 


Give 


Yourself 


a Lift 


with 


but when it’s based on 
assumptions, rather than fact, 
it can be rather galling and 
devastating. Our disabilities 
can’t just be wished away; it’s 
part of us as people. 

“I’m lucky to have good 
friends to help me, but this is 
not the same as having 
someone there ‘for you’. 

“T’ve had one (short, non- 
sexual) relationship in my 35 
years. I have no sexual 
experience, no idea of how to 
‘chat women up’, as I never 
learned how. 

“There has been no one to 
teach me, so I’ve run away and 
directed my life to working 
myself to death. Iam now 
trying to do something about 
it; getting help and starting out 
anew as from this day. 

“Unfortunately, my disability 
has begun to accelerate and I 
fear time may be the only 
thing that may prevent me 
from tackling my intense 
loneliness, but this won’t stop 
me trying. It’s the big push 
now. 

“Ann, I agree with your 
closing comments about being 
ready for the person that’s 
looking for us. 

“Yes, we must be prepared. I 
had lost hope and could no 
longer believe in there being 


someone out there for me. I 
felt all was lost. But today, with 
the support of friends 
(including counsellors and 
doctors I might add), I have my 
belief back, not by a change in 
circumstances or someone 
coming along, but a change in 
my attitude, a new 

positiveness within myself, a 
greater feeling of self-image 
and self-worth. 

“I’m thinking positive, feeling 
confident and at last being 
myself... My hope is that 
someone will come along and 
take me for who I am and love 
me for me. 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


«Ff The DN 

‘ telephone 
counsellor, 

@ Lin Berwick, 
is a psycho- 
therapeutic 
counsellor and 
fully-accredited Methodist 
local preacher who can offer 
disabled people and their car- 
ers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual prob- 


“All I want is someone to 
hold me, love me and care 
about me. For me, the sex side, 
though desirable, is not that 
important... Personality is far 
more important, and sex is 
more the ‘icing on the cake’.” 

In another letter, Max echoes 
the need to rethink personal 
attitudes to cope with loneliness. 

He says he has suffered acute 
loneliness in his life, but that, 
despite some very unpleasant 
wobblies that fortune has 
increasingly thrown at him, life 
has changed for the better. 
This is because he has come to 
recognise that he cannot 
change what has happened, 
only his attitudes can change. 

“Pve come to see that 
accepting what has happened 
has put me at ease with 
myself. I recognise that being 
unhappy or depressed only 


adds to my pain and doesn’t 
actually help me. 

“T could choose to be 
miserable if I wanted, but that 
wouldn’t change the facts. The 
only thing I can change is my 
interpretation of them. 

“Now, when I look back to 
my earlier years of sadness, I 
can’t see what I had to be sad 
about compared with my more 
recent experiences. 

“The only difference is me, 
and the way I choose to look at 
the vagaries of life. lama 
much happier person than I 
ever was.” 

Another correspondent, 


lems. She starts a -hree-year 
degree course at the London 
College of Classical 
Homeopathy in September, 
and will be the college’s first 
blind student. This means her 
counselling times have 
changed. You can now talk to 
her on Monday evenings, 
6pm-10pm and Thursday 
afternoons, 1pm-5pm. Her 
telephone number is (01708) 
477582. DN’s helpline is 
sponsored by BT. 


Stephen, identifies strongly 
with Richard’s view. He says 
that his howling pain of 
loneliness comes from the 
howling pain of not having sex. 

He has found that getting out 
and about and meeting people 
has not worked at all. He asks 
if it is a misconception on his 
part, or is it true, that more 
disabled men than women have 
problems forming sexual 
relationships? 


Women have 
a voice too 


I was certainly disappointed 
that no disabled women read- 
ers wrote in to share their 
views and experiences on this 
subject. 


It would be interesting if the 
feminine view was represented 
in the discussion. 

To start you off, perhaps, let 
me quote from a disabled 
woman, Lone Barsoe of 
Denmark, writing in a recent 
International Federation of 
Disabled Workers and Civilian 
Handicapped publication: 
“There are no arrangements of 
compensation for sex-appeal, 
for a man’s desire for a woman 
as a sexual partner. Neither 
fashion nor make-up can hide 
my disability. 

“But self-esteem is, in spite of — 
everything, an important part 
of sex-appeal. 

“In the fairytale Beauty and 
the Beast (you may remember 
the Walt Disney edition) the 
beast must believe that he can 
be loved, in spite of his horrible 
looks, and so he can. 

“T believe it too, like the beast. 
In the fairytale, however, the 
beast becomes a prince again, 
when the beauty gives him a 
kiss. 

“But lots of kisses will never 
make me a princess.” 


Calling all 
outsiders... 


Talking about getting to know 
people — well we weren’t, but 
we are now — some readers, I 
am sure, will have joined The 
Outsiders Club to find friends. 

Do let me know if you found 
membership helpful and 
possibly fun. 

The club sometimes runs 
workshops for people who have 
difficulty in forming 
relationships. 

Such problems might include 
lack of self-acceptance or 
confidence, shyness, social 
phobia, complexes about 
appearance, fear of 
rejection and lack of social 
experience. 

The Outsiders Club also 
holds regular lunches in 
restaurants in London, 
Birmingham, Liverpool and 
Southampton, where members 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, Costa 
Almeria, Cyprus, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


BATHEEZ / 


have a good time getting to 
know each other and enjoying 
the nosh. 

Whatever your emotional or 
practical problems, do write to 
me so that we can share them 
and perhaps find solutions 
together. 

Your letters remain entirely 
confidential and, if I quote 
from letters in this column, I 
never give the writer’s true 
name unless given permission 
to do so. 

I look forward to hearing 
from you, and will always reply 
to each letter personally. 


the automatic 
bathing seat 


¢ FITS MOST STANDARD BATHS 

¢ POWERED RAISING & LOWERING 
¢ ONE HANDED OPERATION 

© STAINLESS STEEL FRAME 


Werren Hooker (UK) Ltd 


Blackhill Road, Holton Heath Industrial Park, 
Poole, Dorset BH16 6LS 
Tel 01202 623000 Fax 01202 623777 


Outsiders Club, PO Box 4ZB, 
London WIA 4ZB, 
tel: 0171-739 3195. 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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12) In the last of the series, Nic Paton examines some less well-known therapies 


Over the past year, comple- 
mentary therapies have been 
shown to benefit disabled peo- 
ple. But therapists have been at 
pains to make it clear that their 
skills cannot replace conven- 
tional medicine. 

It is always important, 
therefore, to tell your GP about 
any treatment you may be 
having, and to check whether it 
is the best one for you. 

You should also check out 
therapists closely to avoid 
falling into the hands of an 
unqualified “quack”. Where 
possible, go through a. 
registered body or association, 
or get a recommendation 
through word of mouth. 

To close the series, we shall 
examine some lesser known 
therapies. This should not be 
considered a definitive list. 


Colour therapy 

Essentially, the therapeutic use 
of coloured light. Colour thera- 
pists use light to create calm, 
healing environments. Colours, 
they argue, work psychologi- 
cally on the body to create 
moods and affect a person’s 
mental balance. 

Coloured oils, interiors and 
exteriors, cloths and clothes 
can all be used to create 
peaceful, healing sensations. 

Therapists also focus on the 
seven “chakras”, or centres of 
psycho-cosmic force. These are 
colour-based energy lines 
within the body, which can be 
targeted to promote well-being. 


The Chromo-Therapy Research 
Foundation, 67 Farm Crescent, 
Wexham Court, Slough, Berk- 
shire SL2 SOT, tel: (01753) 
$76913. 


Hypnotherapy 

The use of mild hypnotism to 
ease physical, emotional and 
psychic tensions within the 
body. Hypnotherapists believe 
physical tensions or conditions 
can be caused by deep-seated 
emotional disturbances. 

‘They will use hypnotism to 
get past these emotional 
barriers, resolve the emotional 
trauma or tension beneath, and 
thus promote a sense of ease 
and well-being within the body. 
Hypnotherapy can be useful 
for conditions such as tinnitus. 


British Society of Hypnothera- 
es 37 Orbain Road, London 
: W6 7]Z, tel: 0171-385 1166. 
Zero Balancing 

A form of manipulation that 
aims to balance out the body, 


mind and soul. Zero balancers 


Know your healing arts 


People with sinusitis, migraines and tinnitus can place a burning Hopi candle in their ear to help their 
condition, claims the Health Revital Shop. The candle draws excess wax out of the ear, so relieving any 


build-up of pressure. It is named after a native American tribe. Available from Hopi Products, the 


Health Revital Shop, 35 High Road, London NW10 2TE, tel: 0181-459 3382. 


believe the body contains an 
invisible “energy body”. This 
can become kinked or twisted, 
perhaps after an accident or 
from stresses or emotional dis- 
turbance. 

The therapist will aim to 
harmonise energy lines through 
“dialogue” with the energy 
system. This is done by 
manipulation. 

Limb pain and stiffness are 
claimed to be helped by the 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVCRSIONS 


therapy. Treatment is carried 
out fully clothed. 


The Zero Balance Association, 
36 Richmond Road, Cam- 
bridge CB4 3PU. (send SAE) 


Autogenics and biogenics 
In autogenics, exercises such as 
visualising feelings or sensa- 
tions of cold or warmth, are 
taught to induce relaxation. - 
Therapists argue this can help 


people with stress-related con- 
ditions or with diabetes and 
epilepsy. 

Biogenics links muscular 
tension and bad posture to a 
person’s state of mind. 
Advocates believe suppressed 
emotions can block a body’s 
“energy flow”. 

Breathing and postural 
exercises are taught to try to 
release tensions, which 
therapists argue can help 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 
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Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
° underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
¢ hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
® manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 

Prices start from £15,500.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy, tel: 01704 506608, Fax: 01704 506607. 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


CHARLES MOORE 
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stress-related conditions such 
as asthma. 


British Association for Auto- 
genic Training and Therapy, 
18 Holtsmere Close, Garston, 
Watford, Hertfordshire 

WD2 6NG. 


Atmospherics and healing 
Atmospherics is the use of 
colour, sound, smell and touch 
to create a harmonious envi- 
ronment. Therapists will also 
use the “human aura”, or 
energy field, to sooth and calm. 
It can be conducted singly or in 
groups and can be useful for 
people with learning or physi- 
cal disabilities and autism. 
Healing, or “spiritual 
healing” as it is sometimes 
known, uses touch to create 
trust and friendship. Healers 
will transfer “healing energy” 
to a person. It can be helpful for 
people with learning disabilities 
but should not be confused 
with “faith healing”, which has 
a strong religious element to it. 
For more information on 
atmospherics, tel Sheena 
Laurent, on (01202) 432773. 


The National Federation of 
Spiritual Healers, Old Manor 
Farm Studio, Church Street, 
Sunbury-on-Thames TW16 
6RG, tel: (01932) 783164. 


The Institute for Complemen- 
tary Medicine (ICM) provides 
independent information about 
therapies. It also has a list of 
registered therapists. 


ICM, PO Box 194, London 
SE16 1OZ, tel: 0171-237 5165, 
fax: 0171-237 5175. 


RECOGNISED CONVERTER 
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26 Information/classified 


Look out for 


Moving to English is a five-part 


series of programmes which 
teaches the national curriculum 
to deaf and hearing impaired 
children in British Sign Lan- 
guage, 11.40am Wednesdays on 
BBC2. 


Mass Observation is a photo- 
graphic exhibition by disabled 
people at the People’s Gallery 
in Newcastle, 23 August 1995. 
For more information tel: 0191- 


Finding a Voice is a series of 
creative writing workshops for 
disabled women in Hackney 
from 12 September, £25, con- 
cessions £13 (six sessions). 
Tel: 0171-254 9632 for details. 


The Edinburgh Festival has 
produced a guide to access with 
details about wheelchair acces- 
sibility and information for 
hearing and visually impaired 
festival-goers. For a copy 

tel: 0131-226 4001 or 


222 0708. minicom: 0131-226 5668. 


The Family Care Show at Plymouth Pavilions, 9-10 September, with 
a range of exhibits, advice and ideas from healthy eating to holi- 
days. For more information tel: (01823) 433933. 


One Day at a Time is a seminar for carers of children with special 
needs, 12 September at the Central Hotel. Glasgow. For more infor- 
mation contact Disability Scotland, tel: 0131-229 8632. 


Muscle Power! an organisation of people with neuromuscular 
impairments is holding its AGM on 16-17 September at the Euro- 
pean Inn, Derby. For more information tel: (01698) 833753. 


Getting Better all the Time, 19 September. A one day conference in 
Leicester for anyone interested in family-based, short-term care for 
people with disabilities. For more information tel: (01179) 238137. 


Continuing Care at Home conference and AGM 1995, York Univer- 
sity, 22-23 September. For more information tel: (01482) 848432. 


West of England Coalition of Disabled People 
Require disabled people for the following: 
Finance & Admin Worker 
£13,197-£14,472 

To be responsible for all aspects of the financial and Office administration. Training can be made 
available in P.A.Y.E. and computerised accounts. 

Development Worker (Traineeship) 

£14,943-£15,942 rising to £18, 189-£19,260 

The successful applicant will have youth and community work experience and will take up the post 
of Development Worker. The postholder will receive up to 12 months of quality training in policy 
development, funding and training and will take up the post of Youth and Community Development 
Co-ordinator (£18, 189-£19,260). Details and length of Traineeship will be negotiated with the 
postholder. Both positions are 35 hours a week and based at our Bristol office. The salaries are in 
accordance with APT and C pay scales. 
Closing date: Friday 22 September 12 noon Interviews: Friday 29 September 
WECODP is working towards Equal Opportunity in all aspects of our work. We particularly welcome 
applications from Disabled People who experience simultaneous oppression. 
For further application pack contact: Helen Webster 0117 9420721 (voice & minicom) 
WECODP, 6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, Bristol BS7 9AA 


Scope (formerly The Spastics Society) is the UK’s 
largest charity working with disabled people. We exist 
to enable men, women and children with cerebral palsy 
and associated disabilities to claim their rights, lead 
full and rewarding lives and play a full part in society. 


Administrative Assistant 


Full-time: £11,268 - £12,598 (plus ILW) 
Part-time (17.5 hours) pro rata 
Part-time (21 hours) pro rata to cover maternity leave 


Located in central London, the Quality Assurance Division is looking for 


support staff to assist in its work in the areas of Training and Personnel. As 
members of the Team, successful candidates will provide comprehensive 
secretarial and administrative support, helping the Team achieve stated 
objectives. 


Usual secretarial/administrative skills essential. Common-sense, enthusiastic 
and flexible approach, ability to work as a team member vital. An interest in 
personnel/training would be useful. 
For an application pack please call 0171 387 9571 or alternatively fax 0171 388 
9775 (24 hours). 
a, Closing date for applications: 13th September 
1995. Interviews w/c 18th September 1995 
S C O Pp E We particularly welcome applications from 
people with disabilities. 
FOR ESORLE WITH CEREBRAL FALSY We are committed to equal opportunities. 


Do you have any contacts in 
France, especially in the region 
of Grenoble? A young English 
disabled woman hoping to 
move there would like to hear 
from anyone (particularly dis- 
abled people) about their expe- 
riences. Contact Miss Joy 
Jones, 24 Castle Court, High 
Street, Thornbury, Bristol BS12 
2XN. 


CHAIRMAN VISTA CAR rear entry for 
wheelchair. Securing system. 2 passenger 
seats. Ex Motability. Sept ’91. £4,000 
ono. Tel: (01273) 593978. Brighton area. 


HNE MOBILITY § popular _ electric 
wheelchair with charger plus accessories. 
Hardly used. £1,195 ono. Tel: (01753) 
682519. 


RENAULT VERSA VAN. Family. Seats five 
able bodied and one wheelchair bound 
passenger. Ramp entry. Clamps/seatbelts 
included. Electric winch. Sliding side 
door. Unleaded petrol. Mileage 8,700 
only! 1721cc. MOT. Extended war- 
ranty/full RAC membership and cover to 
July 796. Fully serviced. £10,500. Tel: 
0181-561 8926 (Sutish). 


KELLY BUGGY, £180, suit child 4-10 
years. Britax car seat, £80, suit child, 
9mths-11 years. Chailey walker, £50, 
suit child 5-8 years. Spa chair footrest, 
£50. Rifton youth chair, £50, suit child 
5-12 years. Tel: Camberley (01276) 
25678. 


ADAPTED TOYOTA  LITE-ACE for 
wheelchair passenger J Reg as new. Rat- 
cliffe electric tail lift fitted. Rear door 
extra. Removeable seat and side door. 
One private owner. 5,900 miles. £8,000 
for quick sale. Tel: (01274) 544292. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA CHAIRMAN 199 OVG 
1.6 lowering suspension and ramp for 
wheelchair access. Low mileage FSH. 
Excellent condition. £6,495. Tel: 0181- 
207 1330. 


BOOSTER TROPHY ELECTRIC set as new. 
Half price £1,500. Tel: 0181-395 4342. 


INVALID SCOOTER. Sungift 400. Four 
wheeler. Immaculate condition. Hardly 
used. Cost £3,005. Bargain £1,500. Tel: 
0181-360 6227. 


BEC STERLING XL electric scooter. Good 
condition, £800. Also Rollator four wheel 
shopper walking frame, hardly used, 
£150. Mrs J Mather, 14A Rose Grove, 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1PR. Tel: 
(01159) 226450. 


ELECTRIC TRICYCLE. New, unused Ortho- 
kinetics “Lark 3”, Bucks area, £11,250. 
Tel: (01844) 345889. 


LEVO WHEELCHAIR enables user to stand 
at touch of a switch. Many therapeutic 
benefits. Cost new £3,400. Accept £1,800. 
Tel: (0161) 4408199. 


NEWTON TRAVELLING WHEELCHAIR. Folds 
into bag size 21x11x30. VGC. £100 ono. 
(£350 new). Tel: (01179) 400030. 


QUICKIE HP2 14in lightweight 
wheelchair VGC. £650 ono. Tel: (01630) 
655709. 


ELAP SWIVEL SEAT passenger for Escort 
90 °94. £150 ono. Tel: (01743) 366598. 


VERY RARE AUTOMATIC CARAVANETTE. 
Renault Traffic 1986 Autosleep conver- 
sion. Elevating roof, fridge, cooker, elec- 
tric hook-up, service history. 34,000 
miles. £6,000. Tel Brian or Marion on 
(01636) 700437. Will deliver anywhere in 
country. 


More Recruitment ads on page 29 More For sale ads on page 28 


Personal 


30 YEAR OLD GENTLEMAN with cp in Mid- 
lands area. Own house, car, in full-time 
employment. Interests include computers, 
animal rights, trying to keep fish alive! 
music, dogs, days out, evenings in, travel. 
Seeks, fun-loving, caring lady for long- 
term friendship, possible relationship, 
preferably in the Midlands or North. All 
letters answered. Box No. 808 


HANDSOME, FUN LOVING MAN with a good 
sense of humour desperately seeking a 
female companion to share love of life. I 
am 54 with a learning disability and 
would love to hear from any like minded 
females to make my dreams come true! 
All genuine replies will be answered. 

Box No. 809 


MALE AGE 53, with cp, thoughtful and 
understanding, likes visiting places of 
interest including seaside and country. 
Dislikes pubs, restaurants and loud 
music. Seeks lady friend for physical plea- 
sures, possibly romance, or am I asking 
too much? Box No. 810 


MALE 28, I have cerebral palsy and ’m 
wheelchair bound. Studying sociology A- 
level. My interests are drama, cinema, 
reading and writing. Also Christianity. 
Would like female penfriend with similar 
interest and age. Photo if possible. Box 
No. 811 


GOOD LOOKING MAN, 28, seeks friendship 
with suitable female. Must enjoy indepen- 
dence, have good sense of humour and be 
able to keep up with my wheels. Box No. 
812 


FEMALE, 29, British born and _ of 
Caribbean origin. Able-bodied, quite shy, 
London-based. Seeks male or female 
friends or partner. Any race or disability. 
Age 25-45. Box No. 813 


CARDIFF MAN AGE 34. Very good looking. 
Would like to write to an attractive lady 
from Wales for friendship and romance. 
Please send photo. I will return it with 
mine. Box No. 814 


GRADUATE MALE, 36. Happy, with good 
sense of humour, own house and slightly 
disabled. Considerate, caring, tactile and 
romantic. Looking for good friendship 
and possible relationship with 25+ female 
— able bodied or not. I am a nice person, 
alone through circumstances. Box No. 815 


FEMALE, 31 has cerebral palsy. Interests 
include meditation, writing, poetry, alter- 
native therapies, Siamese cats, travelling 
and having fun! Seeks sensitive male, 26 
to 45 years old, for close friendship. Must 
have GSOH. Box No. 816 


A LADY, 42, with cp (can get about with 
sticks) and partially deaf (can lip read). I 


would like to meet genuine gentleman 
42-46 for friendship. Box No. 817 


DIVORCED AMPUTEE. Happy, wel 
adjusted, pretty (so I am told), profes 
sional woman looking for similar person 
GSOH, pubs, music, animals. Prefer t 
meet men 48-55. Box No. 818 


20’S FEMALE AK amputee. Seeks othe 
disabled people to chat about how phys 
ical difference has affected our lives 
Any age, men or women. I’m looking fo 
any wisdom you may have gained ove 
the years beyond the trite. If you’re curi 
ous or interested in talking more abou 
this, please do drop me a line. Box Ne 
819 


DISABLED MALE looking for friends. Inter 
ested in knowledge, learning, educatio: 
and socialising. Iam 45, a scientist. Inter 
ests include chess, discussion, outings an 
learning to swim. Box No. 821 


1 AM 31, single, 6ft tall, originally fror 
Mauritius. I have lived in London for th 
past 10 years. I receive the higher rate o 
Disability Living Allowance. I have inter 
mittent claudication limiting my walking 
Otherwise I’m very fit and healthy. I lov 
to go to the gym, swimming, music 
watching films, cooking and evening 
out. I would like to meet a girl who migh 
be younger than me (under 32). Box Ne 
822 


| More Personal ads on page 29 
Property for sale 


CAMBRIDGE, DETATCHED BUNGALOV 
with two double bedrooms converted fo 
wheelchair access. £95,000. Details te 
(01223) 411730, evenings. 


THREE-BED SEMI with purpose built ext 
for w/chair use, providing bedroom plu 
large shower/wec/washroom. D/G, C/H 
D/Garage, lge patio. Nr shops. Eastcote 
£119,950. Tel: 0181-866 5632. 


LARGE PURPOSE BUILT ground-floor flz 
suitable for wheelchair user. Spaciou 
accommodation, two double bedroom 
plus boxroom, GCH, own garden, loy 
outgoings, private parking. Approx 12 
year lease. Close to local shops, eas 
access Croydon town centre. £45,00( 
Tel: 0181-683 1010 after 6pm. 


We’ve got it taped 
Did you know that DN is 
available on tape? contact _ 
Helen Crow on 0171-383 
4575 for more information. 


Conferences 


EDEN 


ard employment. 
(ref. DN1) 
Programme 


Conference fee 
£100 


Royal National Institute for the Blind 
Into Employment 


An international conference to explore the 
transition of disabled people from education and 
training into employment 
11 &12 November, 1995 
Burleigh Court, Loughborough University 


This interactive event will inform participants and 
enable them to contribute to an achievable action 
plan. We will feed this into European guidelines on 
good employment practice. Aimed at individuals 
and professionals involved in education, training 


CEEH 


Contact: Sharon Da Cunha, 0171 388 1266 


Organised with the support of the Helios II 


Qo 
6X 
oN \ 


RNIB 
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Salmontastic! 


There was nothing stopping 
ferry Moseley (below left) 
enjoying his fishing holiday, 
sven a lack of fish. “It was bril- . 
jant — the holiday of a life- 
ime!” 

Terry, a wheelchair user, won 
irst prize in DN/Clos-O-Mat’s 
1995 fly-fishing competition. 
de spent four nights in a 
uxury hotel and three day’s 
almon fishing on the River 
Joon in Ayrshire. 

The fish were not biting 
yxecause of the hot weather, but 
ferry did not go home empty 
yanded. “One of the 
amekeepers gave me a couple 
of salmon.” 

Surrounded by beautiful 
cenery, the anglers had several 
niles of water to themselves. 


“Tt really didn’t matter that we 
didn’t catch anything.” 

The champagne flowed at a 
gala dinner at the hotel. “We 
were treated like lords. The 
company were excellent. It was 
like being away with the family.” 

In fact, Terry took his two 
teenage sons on the trip with 
him, and Clos-O-Mat footed 
the bill for them too. 

Second prizewinner Huw 
Walters (below right) was 
determined to go despite 
having an accident shortly 
before the trip. He spent two 
days fishing and almost caught 
a 10-12 pound salmon. Sadly, 
that was the one that got away. 

If there’s a competition next 
year, will Terry be entering? 
“Definitely.” 


ROBERT STEWART 


DN’s crossword 


\nswers on page 31 


ACROSS 


——_) 


|. Leg sins (anag) 
10velist (7) 

. Substantial (5) 
. Aggressive shout (3,3) 

. Man’s name (6) 

). Female novelist (5) 

(0. Disability charity (6) 

3. Type of female ruler (7) 
7. Type of cheese (4) 

9. Mental health charity (4) 
0. Julie ___, film star (7) 

1. Take back a house (9) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 

1. New clear (anag) __, novelist 
2. Muscle injury (6) 

3. Tire Rita (anag) 

4. Former prime minister (6) 
5. Australian girl? (6) 

8. Henry __, novelist (5) 

11. Move quickly (6) 

12. Ironed or urged (7) 

14. US state (5) 

15. Sound transmitter (5) 
16. Corset (5) 

18. Poems (4) 


The 1995 AccessAbility Awards 


Good access is everybody’s 
business, whether you are 
disabled, elderly, or a mum 
with a pushchair. And good 
access is not just about get- 
ting into a building and find- 
ing an accessible loo. It is 
how staff treat you and con- 
sider your needs. 

Last month DN and Gerald 
Simonds Healthcare 
launched the 1995 Access- 
Ability Awards, supported by 


Whose face 
is it anyway? 


Answers on page 31 


the Centre for Accessible Envi- 
ronments, to acknowledge good 
access. As a DN reader you can 
still help — and give yourself a 
chance to win £100 ina free 
prize draw — by nominating 
places and services which you 
feel deserve a pat on the back. 
For a nomination form, see 
August’s issue or call Helen at 
DN on 0171-383 4575, or mini- 
com 0171-436 9914. Forms can 
be returned Freepost. 


Answers on page 31 


1. Who were Gog and Magog? 
2. Where is the San Andreas 
Fault? 

3. Which planet is closest to the 
sun? 

4, What was the Roman name 
for the goddess Aphrodite? 

5. Name the Magic Round- 
about’s snail. 

6. Which of the Rolling Stones 
retired recently? 


Applaud 
good access 
AND win 
£100 in the 
free prize 


draw! 


apak 


GERALD 
SIMONDS 


HEALTHCARE 


7. Who wrote The Age of Inno- 
cence? 

8. Who played the female lead 
opposite Johnny Depp’s 
Edward Scissorhands? 

9. How did the word “salary” 
originate? 

10. Who plays Jimmy Corkhill 
in Channel Four’s Brookside? 


What animal with two humps 
is found at the North Pole? 
A lost camel! 


AUTOMATICALLY 


e Ideal for installation in 
hospitals, institutions 
and private homes. 

e Special maternity 
model available. 


Clos-O-Mat offers 
automatic flushing, 
washing with warm 
water and gentle drying 
with hot air - all in one 
simple operation. It 
eliminates the need for 
nursing assistance and 
restores privacy and 
dignity to those unable 


to manually cleanse 
themselves. 


e No need for 
unhygienic paper. 

e Saves valuable 
nursing time. 

e Thousands in daily use 
in U.K. and Europe. 


=closomalt= 


DEMONSTRATION MODELS AVAILABLE 
Reply to Dept.DN, TOTAL HYGIENE LIMITED, 


Hygiene House, 2 Newton Streef, 
STRETFORD, Manchester M32 8LG. 


Tel: 0161-866 8080. Fax: 0161-866 8233. 
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TWO NEW COURSES FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


4. Community care: your rights 


Do you want to know more about your rights, and about assessment and care management? 
Are you advocating and advising on disabled people’s rights to community care services? 

This is a two-day course and will run on 19/20 October, and also on 16/17 November in 
London. Four other courses are planned for next Spring outside London. Tuition is free and 


transport costs will be reimbursed. 


2. A ‘training trainers’ course: User Involvement in Assessment and Care Management 


Would you like the information and skills so that you can train social workers and others in 


disabled people’s rights and access to community care services? 
This is also a two-day course. One course will take place in London on 30 Nov/1st Dec. 
Another residential course (with free accommodation) is planned at a venue outside London 


next Spring. Tuition is free. 


Both these courses are only open to disabled people. 


For more information, or to book your place, contact Jenny Morris on 0171 359 2935 or 
write to Susan Hemmings, c/o 10 West Bank, London N16 5DG. 


This project is funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 


BRITAX DISABLED CHILD’S car seat. Up to 
12 years. £100. Tel: (01912) 526052. 


SEAT TERRA ADAPTED to take one 
wheelchair. Registered July 1991. Details: 
(01252) 331189. Low mileage. 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN D reg. 7,400 
miles. Lowering suspension. Rear ramp 
access. Full service history. £3,500 ono. 
Tel: (01206) 393549. 


ARJO LIBRA BATH Seat/lift. Hinged side 
flaps for easy transfer to/from wheelchair. 
Battery operated, recharger, handset con- 
trol. Superior item. Price new £800. Used 
once. For sale £700 ono. Tel: 0181-398 
3692. 


LIFT/RECLINE ARMCHAIR, 
powered. Ortho kinetics. As new. Cost 
£755, sell for £300, or offer. Tel: 0181-337 
4332 (Worcester Park). 


electrically 


QUICKIE 2 RECONDITIONED by GBL. Fold- 
ing swing-away footrests many new parts. 
Can deliver. £700. Tel: 0181-992 2951. 


POYNTINGS ESCORT CONVERSION A Reg, 
77,000 miles. 10 month MOT. Rear single 
seat with arm. XRI3 fronts seats. £1,800 
ono. Tel: (01789) 763447. 


ORTHO KINETIC LARK classic electric 
wheelchair with kerb climber. 16 and 
three quarter inch seat. Used three times 
only. Cost £1,995 new in Jan ’94. £1,000 
ono. Tel: 0181-467 6039, Bromley, Kent. 


VESSA TRAVLA ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Excellent condition. New tyres, batteries 
and auto charger. £200. Tel: (01962) 
735079. 


Disability Now 
Subscription Rates 


Individual at home address: one 
year, £14, two years, £27. 
Organisations/authorities: 

one year, £19, two years, £37. 


Overseas (airmail): one year, 


£30. Multiple copies: 2 copies, 
£32, 3 copies, £48, 4 copies, 
£64, 5 copies, £80, 6-9 copies, 
£96, 10-50 copies, £160, 51-100 
copies, £185. One year only. 


REMOTE CONTROL BATH hoist Balmoral II. 
Serial 3221. Used for two months. Cost 
£520. Will sell £350 ono. Own transport. 
Brand new unused chair commode. 
Tapestry upholstered. Cost £121. Will sell 
£60 ono. Own transport. Tel: 0181-940 
1745. 


ORTHO KINETIC LIFTING CHAIR. New Dec 
94. 6 mths minimal use, cost £920. As 
new, £475, tel: (01628) 21682. 


CAMPER VAN. Toyota Hiace. Rising roof, 
Ratcliffe lift, heater, gas stove, MOT 
March 796, 30mpg, 48,000 miles. £3,800 
ono. Tel: (01473) 221607 (Ipswich). 


ELEC WHEELCHAIR for sale. 3 yrs old. 
Powertec F40. Cost £2,300. Tel: 0161-834 
1938 with offers. 


ACCESSIBLE FIAT FIORINO. 1990. Petrol 5 
speed. White. Electric lift to rear. 2 seats 
to cab, 2 seats to rear plus wheelchair. 
Interior height S2in. New MOT. £3,995. 
Tel: (01202) 814112. 


WHEELCHAIR LIFT. One-person amp 
wheelchair lift for sale. Tel: (01315) 
570262. 


INVALID THREE-WHEELER Amptramp 
scooter. Excellent condition. £1,000 or 
offers. Tel: (01494) 814630. High 
Wycombe area. 


AUTOMATIC ADJUSTABLE SINGLE bed, 
VGC. Cost over £1,000. Bargain at £400. 
Tel: 0181-368 2035. 


BMW 316 AUTO D Reg. 40,000 miles, 
power assisted steering, sunroof, full ser- 
vice history, hand controls. £3,500 ono. 
Tel: (01202) 870959 evenings only. 


STANNAH HOMELIFT for wheelchair plus 
attendant. Good working order. £1,500 
ono. Tel: (01386) 841339 evenings. 


ARE YOU A 
WHEELCHAIR USER? 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver/carer? 
A Chairman Car from Gowrings means 
no more transferring, no more lifting, 
just travelling with the family whenever 
you choose, in comfort. 
Ring us FREE on 0800 220878 ~c——— | 
for your full colour Y 66 | GS 
OE Re | 


information pack. <& 


GOWRINGS MOBILITY 


Tel: 01635 529500 


The Lynx Hand Control 


The ONLY control that transfers from 
car to car. Fits in 5 minutes — removal 
takes seconds. 


Your driving freedom will cost less than 
you think: For more details call: Lynx 
Hand Controls Ltd., on 01695 573816. 
HIRE WITH EUROPCAR 
WITH LYNX HAND CONTROLS 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (C1460) 61157. 


E P C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
Specialising in: 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
_ Folding Wheelchairs 
* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 
* Home Demonstrations 
* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 
° Wheelchair Insurance 
* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 
«tfory Phone for a Brochure or 
2Fi ie Further Information: 
ae Head Office 
ws Tel/Fax: 01252 547939 
Ss EPC Regional Office 


Tel/Fax: 01203 422327 
A company run by the disabled - for the disabled! 


* Free personal survey 

(no obligation) 
* New or reconditioned stairlifts 
* Servicing and maintenance 
¢ Unwanted stairlifts purchased 
* Branches nationwide 


Telephone: 
0181-861 2370 
or (01276) 23119 
for nearest branch 


We are approved agents for: 


== 
Stannah, MINIVATOR NGRORUOY 


HOISTS 


fer lifting wheeicheirs, scooters 


WE HAVE THE ANSWER 
Ring 01629-813493 nag 
for brochure or free demo O O 


Autochau Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE4 1DX 


s. Accessible 
Adam Price “<< 
SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF USED 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


Access conversions to your 
existing vehicle 


Passenger use conversions (windows 
trim and seating) to used vans. 


We sell and buy used vehicles. 
Tel: Office (01202) 814112, Mobile (0374) 899687, 


WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


FOR ALL YOUR CHAIR NEEDS: 


Power, Manual, Lightweight, New, Used, 
All Sizes and suitable for all Ages. Also 
Stairlifts, car conversions and 


many other products. 
Advice from Professional 


ene 
ey 
ey 
Sy, 
=| 
ae 
—=a 


GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 
Brentford. Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax: 0181 560 5380 


Littlehampton. Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 


POWERCHAIRS 


(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 


Nearly new, hardly used Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your individual problem. 


FREE ADVICE, DELIVERY, COLLECTION. 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 


Fully Guaranteed 
Ring Mr Gibbons free on 


0500 357 4965 


or 0121-357 4965 anytime 


All major credit cards accepted 


Sunrise H & E (E & J) booster lark rascal 


WHEELCHAIRS POWER/MANUAL - SCOOTERS 4/6/8 MPH DAILY LIVING AIDS 


Oak House 

East Common Lane, Scunthorpe 
Tel: 01724 852307 

Ask for Pat 


70 Castleton Boulevard 
Skegness PE25 2TS 
Tel: 01754 761841 

Ask for Paul 


Homecraft, Shoprider, BEC 


WE CARE FOR YOUR EVERY NEED! 


e ALL LEADING BRANDS AVAILABLE NEW AND SECOND HAND e HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE 
e FREE CATALOGUE e FREE COURTESY VEHICLE TO OUR SHOWROOM NEAR YOU 
SALES — LONG/SHORT HIRE — REPAIRS — SERVICE 


102-105 St Nicholas Road 
Great Yarmouth 

Tel: 01493 330455 

Ask for Sheila 


1 Lorne Road 
Northampton NN1 3RN 
Tel: 01604 601359 
Ask for Sharon 


25 Seaview Street 
Cleethorpes DN35 8EU 
Tel: 01472 200142 
Ask for Stephen 


121/123 Connaught Ave 
Frinton, Essex 

Tel: 01255 674409 

Ask for Richard 


938 Jepudoys “yesewo}{ 


FREEPHONE - 0800 626810 


Sunrise H & E (E & J) booster lark rascal 


[-e 
UN 
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For a fast and efficient service call 


free 0500 340611 anytime. 


Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


—----- ~~ + + + a a a nn rr 4 
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Classified lineage advertisements 

Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 

allow a space for each comma or full stop and a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


a Fs Wee Se Mi MeN ae Leas Ms lie 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 
12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 
DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


Man ee ese cc ce es es 9S Ss a Sm um mm lm sm cts cms tn ce scum au se es mrt a oe ee ete ene ae loom onl an eee 


Disabilitynow September 1995 


For Sale second hand electric pavement 
vehicle Sterling Scoota 
Age: 3 years Condition: excellent 
Viewing: please contact Mrs P A Owen, 
Supplies and Materials Manager, 
Withybush General Hospital, 
Haverfordwest, Pembs SA61 2PZ. 
Telephone: 01437 773757. 
Offers around: £1,300 considered. 
Closing date: 25th September 1995. 


ution, CYCLE FOR 
V HEALTH & FUN 


Best range of 
special needs 
cycling equipment 


CALL NOW 


for information or demonstration. 
DEALERS NATIONALLY 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
...and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
80,000 people for just £3 a 
line. All small ads must be 
paid for in advance. If you 
want to advertise, please use 
the form on the right. Send it 
with a cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. 


Classified 29 


| Personal Motor insurance | Services Recruitment cont. 


In A Crisis 


Helplessness ¢ Anxiety 
Anger ¢ Sadness ¢ Hurt e 
Fear ¢ Despair e 


It does help to talk about it. 
Please Phone, Visit or Write. 


The . 
Samaritans 


Any Time, Anywhere. 
We’re in the phone book. 


Find-A-Friend 
—_ 
| Anybody -Any Age-Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
I Choose Your Oen Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax (24Hrs) UK 01606 49093. Overseas Int + 44 + 1606 49093. 


HANDIDATE 


| Dating Agency for people with disabilities and 
caring, understanding able bodied persons 
Ring now on 
01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may be pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 


To reply to a Personal indicate the 
Box Number and mark the envelope 


Private and Confidential. Send to 
DN, address on page 2. 


YOUNG LADY (37) Mid thigh amputee hav- 
ing back problems due to wearing limb. 
Interested in corresponding with other 
ladies experiencing similar discomfort or 
who have overcome this problem. Box 
No. 820 


GAY GUY, young forties, very caring, shar- 
ing, slightly disabled but fully mobile, 
would like to meet other guys for frien- 
ship, mutual support and lasting compan- 
ionship. Also seeking special relationship. 
Into music, travel, socialising, etc. Gen- 
uine, discreet, open-minded, easy-going. 
Box No. 823 


SLIGHTLY DISABLED MALE aged 30 seeks 
male or female friends in the London area 
for socialising. Enjoys photography, 
music, clubs, playing pool. Box No. 824 


MALE GRADUATE, AMPUTEE (31), single, 
Straight, medium built, ambitious, warm- 
hearted and recently a teacher. I have lost 
my right leg (BK), otherwise healthy, 
seeks an intelligent, sincere lady (22-33) 
with similar disability/complementary 
interest for a warm and loving relation- 
ship/friendship. Box No. 825 


FEMALE, 25, hearing impaired, single 
parent of one boy (aged five). Would like 
to meet/write to, new friends. Enjoys eat- 
ing out, writing letters, pub, cinema, tv, 
travel, parks! Looking for friendship, 
maybe relationship! All replies answered. 
Box No. 826 


18 YEAR OLD boy living in Belgium would 
like to correspond with English pen- 
friends with reduced mobility. Exchanges 
for those who'd like to speak English or 
Study French. Box No. 827 


PLEASANT LADY, 52, (wheelchair bound), 
abandoned due to inherited disability. 
Two sons, 22 and 19. Lives alone in shel- 
tered housing. Loves the countryside, 
‘plants, flowers, birds and animals, ’60s 
‘music, making meals and eating out. 
Looking for kind and caring gent (able- 
bodied or disabled). Divorce pending. 
Box No. 828 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
‘ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
| advertisers before relying on them. 


The “Access” Policy 
A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of 
vehicles converted to carry 
wheelchair passengers. 


Substantial premium savings - 
up to 30% possible. 


For a quote please contact 


Keith Sumner 
Building Services & 


Specialising in + Alterations & adaptations for disabled 
people + Supplying and fitting bathrooms, kitchens, 
hand rails, ramps and widening of doorways « All and 
any structural alterations. For more information or a 

free quotation call 0161 794 4208. 


ORANGE BADGE NETWORK, 
a Reg Charity, offers support to ALL 


Technical Adviser - 
Disability Unit 


Salary: £14,870 p.a. plus Station Allowance 
and Accommodation 
Based in Tirana, Albania, 1 year contract 


CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


Now for the first time! 


Chairrnar’ Car Rental 
from £29 per day 


disabled people, particularly those 


with mobility problems. Details OBN, 
6 Stoney Rd, Grundisburgh 
IP13 6RD. 


Disabled accountant works from 
home and prepares accounts for self- 
employed people and small businesses 
for taxation purposes. Can obtain tax 
rebates if applicable. Fees reasonable. 
Consultations are free. 

Tel: 01279 415 664. 


CITROEN D15 VAN converted to carry 


Oxfam has a very high profile in Albania for its work with disabled people, and 
this has led to the establishment of a Disability Unit in November 1994. 

You will be responsible for developing the management capabilities of the 
Unit's local staff and will have the capability to support and train them. 

You will participate actively in local NGO development and co-ordination. 

You will have experience of working on disability issues and an understanding 
of the importance of gender awareness. Overseas experience is preferable and 
knowledge of Eastern Europe, although not essential, is desirable. It is essential to 
be able to communicate at all levels; to have the ability to work under pressure in 
difficult circumstances with initiative and resourcefulness; and the ability to work 
with limited extemal support. 


For further details on the above post please send a large stamped addressed 
envelope to: 

The Overseas Personnel & Development Department, Oxfam, 274 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 
7DZ quoting reference OS/TA/ALB/DN. Closing date: 28 September 1995. 

Oxfam particularly welcomes applications from people with disabilities. 


Oxfam works with poor people in their struggle against hunger, diseases, 
exploitation and poverty in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East 


through relief, development, research and public education. Working for a Fairer World 


Freephone 0800 220878 
or 01635 529500 


wheelchair user. Age not important if in 
good condition. Please tel: 0191-286 0472 
anytime with details. 


SHERPA OR TRANSIT minibus. Short 
wheelbase, semi high roof, automatic or 
similar for wheelchair adaption. Tel: 
(01142) 326138. 


John Howard House 
Brighton 


Providing holidays for the disabled and their carers. 
Enjoy an Autumn break on the South Coast with 
Wonderful Scenery, Excellent Shops and First Class 
Entertainment on your Doorstep. 

Now booking for our Christmas Celebrations Six days 
of Traditional Christmas Fun and Entertainment. 
For further details contact 


Linda Barrs, John Howard House, Roedean Road, 
Brighton, Sussex BN2 5RR 


Telephone (01273) 687638 


NAISH ESTATE, New Milton, 
Hampshire. Fully equipped, completely 
wheelchair accessible, two-bedroom 
bungalow. Sleeps six. Site near sea 
with access to New Forest, 
Bournemouth. Excellent site facilities 
100 yards from Chalet. Details, 
Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy access 
to beach, shop and camp facilities. Easily 
accessible for wheelchairs. Details, 
Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055. 


North Norfolk 
Character cottage. Sleeps 8 + cot. Luxury 
single en-suite ground floor bedroom for 
wheelchair user with electrically operated 


bed, wheelchair shower, toilet with rail 

and remote control colour TV. 3 further 

bedrooms, 2 lounges, 2 bathrooms. No 
pets/smokers. Tel: (01205) 367111. 


RNIB CENTURY HOTEL 
caters for visually impaired 
guests, their families 
& guides. From £13 per day 
BB & EM. 

Phone (01253) 354598. 
406 North Promenade, 
Blackpool. 


Horwenstow, North Cornwall B&B with 
optional evening meal. Comfortable 
bungalow. Ideal for small wheelchair or 
limited mobility. From £12 pn. 
Phone 01288 331594. 


FLORIDA VILLA, private pool. 5 mins from 
Disney. 4 bed, sleeps 10. Disabled facili- 
ties. Tel: (01142) 694219. 


Lizard Peninsula Cornwall luxury 
converted barn in area of outstanding 
natural beauty. Fully adapted for 
wheelchair use, ETB, 3 keys, 2 chevron, 
sleeps 6. Dogs welcome. No smoking. 
Peter and Gill Moore (01326) 241356. 


Winged Fellowship — quality holidays and 
respite care for people with severe physical 
disabilities. We operate five purpose-built 
respite care centres at: Jubilee Lodge, 
Chigwell; Sandpipers, Southport; Crabhill 
House, Redhill; Netley Waterside House, 
Southampton; and Skylarks, Nottingham. 
We also provide overseas and discovery 
holidays. For full brochure please contact 
Winged Fellowship, Angel House, 20-32 
Pentonville Road, London N1 9XD or 
telephone 0171-833 2594. 


STRATHSPEY, SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS 
Newly restored traditional forest cottage in peaceful 
village. Specially designed for wheelchair access 
throughout. Spacious, sunny, warm. S.T.B. 5 Crowns 
Highly Commended. Sleeps 5. Available at off-season 
rates from Sept-Dec, and booking now for most 
dates in ‘96. Detailed specifications and local access 
guide. Tel/Fax 01479 821642 (NETHYBRIDGE). 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE WEST WALES 
You'll find no better place than 
Swn Y Gwynt. 

A former coach house newly converted 
specifically for people with disabilities, 
there are 2 twin bedrooms, one en-suite 
with assisted shower, the other upstairs 
with own bathroom. Kitchen fully 
accessible. Patio. Own garden. Parking. 
Marvellous views. Good touring centre. 
Reasonable rates include heating, TV. 
Telephone Griew on 01267 237261. 


More holiday ads on page 30 


Oxfam UK/Ireland is striving to be an equal opportunity employer 


Senior Policy and 
Planning Officer 


@ We are looking for one full-time or two part- 


time senior officers to join our busy Policy, 
Research and Planning Department. 


Working closely with the Corporate Policy 
Director, senior staff of the Arts Council of 
England and the Regional Arts Boards, the 
successful candidate(s) will help with the 
development of corporate policies for the Arts 
Council, as well as with the monitoring and 
evaluation of the plans and policies of the 
arts funding system. As part of this brief, the 
postholder(s) will take responsibility for the 
monitoring of the Council’s work in cultural 
diversity (in respect of Black & Asian Arts), 
including the setting up and servicing of the 
Cultural Diversity Monitoring Committee 
and for monitoring the Council’s work in 
disability including the servicing of the Arts 
& Disability Monitoring Committee. 
Applicants must have several years’ work 
experience in a senior, policy driven position 
(preferably in the arts), extensive knowledge 
of the arts funding system and current issues 
affecting the sector, the ability to negotiate 
and influence effectively at all levels, 
excellent monitoring, planning, report writing 
and communication skills. A broad knowledge 
of Black & Asian Arts and of disability issues 
gained through work experience is also 
required. Regular travel around the UK is 
likely to be necessary. 


Salary on a scale £19,261-£24,785pa (which 
currently includes an RRA of £1,776pa). 
Consideration will be given to candidates 
wishing to apply to undertake part of this 
post on a part-time basis. 


Please note that because of the nature of 
some of the work involved, we intend to 
appoint a disabled person to at least half of 
this post. 

For further details and an application form, 
please send a large (at least 8"x5") self- 
addressed envelope, quoting ref: SENPOL, to 
the Personnel Department, The Arts Council, 
14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ. 
Alternatively telephone 0171-973 6553 
between 10am and 4pm only. Minicom users 
may contact the Council on 0171-973 6564 
(for deaf callers only). 


Re-advertisement. Previous applicants need 
not apply. Closing date for receipt of 
applications: 29 September 1995 absolute 
latest. 
The Arts Council aims to enable everyone to enjoy the 
arts. We are committed to an equal opportunities 
recruitment policy. Registered disabled people are 
currently under-represented within our workforce and 
their applications will be considered first. 


THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND 
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Holidays cont. 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 
Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in 
Portugal with swimming pools or small 
friendly hotel with adapted rooms. 
Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, 
Wraysbury, Staines, Middx. TW19 
5NX. Tel: (01753) 685718. 


EVERYTHING IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AT 
BLAGDON FARM COUNTRY HOLIDAYS DEVON 
New, luxury bungalows, overlooking 2.5 acre 
lake and set in 38 acres picturesque country- 
side. Nature trail, adventure playground, pet’s 
corner and large games room. For brochure 
contact Pauline & Tony Blight, Ashwater, 
Beaworthy, DEVON EX21 5DF. Phone 01409 
211509. Fax: 01409 211510. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Good access to 
beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 
C Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 454300. 


Isle of Man Sunny Ramsey 
self contained family house for 
6. Ground floor suite for disabled 
person. Electric mobility aids. 
Relief carer available. Open all 
year. Tel: (01624) 812729 or 
815956. Also other 
accommodation available 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“41992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning 
stoves and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
_ R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


Gloucestershire Disabled 
Afloat Riverboats Trust 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


EE 
Registered Charity No. 1002829 
Gloucestershire DART is a riverboat 
providing holidays afloat for young 
people and adults with any form of 
disability. There is space for a 
maximum of 5 wheelchairs to move 
around without hindrance and 
altogether individuals or groups of up to 
12 people can stay on board. 

20% discount is offered for groups in 
Sept/Oct 1995 and April/May 1996. 


Contact: Heather Hodges on 01452 
410022 for brochure and booking 
details. 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating, CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds, Open all year, short breaks available. 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823 059 for brochure. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS DON’T MISS THIS 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW. 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS. 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT). CABLE TV. TELEPHONE. 
COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 10 MINS 
AIRPORT. 15 MINS DISNEY. MEET ‘N’ GREET 
SERVICE AVAILABLE. PARAPLEGIC OWNER, 
SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, BROUGHTON PARK, 
SALFORD M7 4HT. TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029. 


WE'RE ONLY. 


INTERESTED 
_ INYOUR 
. ABILITIES 


BWA 


WFAD (Waltham Forest Association of Disabled People) 
wish to appoint disabled people to the following posts: 


INDEPENDENT LIVING WORKER 


(temporary) 
Maternity Leave cover October 95 to end February/ 
mid March 96 


S.0.1 pt 29, £17,727 (inc. olw) pro rata for 18 hours a week 


Waltham Forest is at an exciting stage in the development of an Independent 
Living Service. WFAD are therefore seeking an enthusiastic self starter to keep 
up the momentum of change in Waltham Forest. 


You need an understanding of Independent Living as a disability rights issue. 
You should have experience of working with disabled people on a one to one 
basis in a way that is empowering, to assist people in setting up and managing 
their own care packages/personal assistants schemes. 


THIS POST IS ONLY OPEN TO DISABLED PEOPLE 


The closing date for applications is 12 noon, Friday 15th tem 
Interviews will be held on Tuesday 19th September. 


ACCESS GROUP CO-ORDINATOR 
S.0.1 pt 29, £17,727 (inc. olw) pro rata for 18 hours a week 


WFAD are seeking a dynamic person to co-ordinate and support the activities of 
the Access Group in Waltham Forest. The Group has been established since 
1989, and has recently been funded as an independent group. This post is 
initially for 18 months. 


You must have an understanding of access issues as they affect disabled 
people, women, elderly people and children, from all communities. Experience of 
working with disabled people in the voluntary sector is essential. You must also 
have some experience of working specifically on access issues. Good 
administrative skills are essential. 


THIS POST IS ONLY OPEN TO DISABLED PEOPLE. 


The closing date for applications is 12 noon, Wednesday 20th September 1995. 
Interviews will be held on Wednesday 27th September. 


For an application form and information pack for either of the above posts, 
please ring WFAD on 0181 509 0812 (voice & minicom), or write to WFAD at 
Units 13/14 Alpha Business Centre, South Grove, Walthamstow E17 7NX. 
Please state which of the posts you are applying for. Information about these 
posts is available on tape. WFAD’s office is fully accessible. 


WFAD is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


CHOICES 


independent Living and Community 
Support Service 


Associate Trainers 


CHOICES is in the process of being set up to provide 
practical support, personal care, advice and back up to 
disabled people living in Lambeth. The service will ensure 
that disabled people have the opportunity to exercise full 
control over their personal assistance and support systems. 


We are now looking for a number of experienced disabled 
trainers preferably in the London and South East area. 


Training would be provided on a sessional basis, in a range 
of areas including Disability Awareness, Equal 
Opportunities, and Independent Living. 

Hourly rates range from £20.00 to £50.00 dependent on the 
nature of the training and the experience of the trainer. 


For further information contact Richard Davy on Tel: 0171 
735 7700 Fax: 0171 820 0723 or write to CHOICES, Unit 4, 
11 Mowill Street, London SW9 6BG. 


A ‘Not for Profit’ Service provided by the Lambeth Coalition 
of Disabled People Charity No 100112 


The Association of Metropolitan Authorities is a voluntary 
body which promotes and protects the interests of local authorities 
in London and metropolitan districts. 

We regularly advertise jobs in our organisation and always 
welcome applications from disabled people. If you’re disabled 
and meet the requirements of any specific position we guarantee 
an interview. 

Our vacancies are advertised in the Guardian, the Voice and 
in professional journals relevant to the particular post.-So if you 
see a job which interests you don’t hesitate to apply. 

Our building in Great Smith Street, close to Westminster 
Abbey is accessible to people who use wheel chairs. 


AMA, 35 Great Smith Street, 
London SW1P 3BJ. 


' Association of Metropolitan Authorities 
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LEEDS 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


Department of Social Service 
Roseville Enterprises, 65 Roundhay Road, Leeds 7 


OFFICER 


REF: ADM 213 
P01 £18,726 - £20,181 

POST B) EMPLOYMENT OUTREACH WORKER 
(DISABILITY) REF: ADM 214 


$02 £18,189 - £19,260 

Leeds City Council has for many years offered employment opportunities to severely 
disabled people under the Supported Employment Scheme (SES). We now employ around 
180 people on Supported Employment, 62 in the City’s Sheltered Workshop and the 
remainder in various posts across the Authority. 

Due to the success and growth of the scheme and to confirm Leeds City Council's 
commitment to employment issues for disabled people we now seek to appoint two people 
to actively promote and develop the scheme. The two posts identified are a Development 
Officer, who will take a lead role in developing the scheme with line managers and an 
Outreach Worker, who will take a lead role establishing, assessing and monitoring 
individual employees needs. 

In both cases you will be well organised, a confident communicator and self motivated (and 
be able to motivate others) with the commitment and drive to ensure that the philosophy of 
this new and exciting initiative is delivered. 

As disabled people are currently under represented in the management team, applications 


are invited from suitably experienced disabled people only. 

Informal enquiries to David Granger, General Manager. Tel: Leeds (0113) 240 4133. 

For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service (24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 
247 7965 or apply in writing enclosing a large self addressed envelope to Director of Social Services, 
Selectapost 9, Merrion House, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB. 

Closing date: 21st September 1995 

"WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 

POSTS SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


= WEST MIDLANDS ARTS 


THE REGIONAL ARTS BOARD FOR THE WEST MIDLANDS 
PROVIDES FUNDING AND SUPPORT FOR THE ARTS, CRAFTS AND MEDIA 


REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR 
Disabled Artists in the West Midlands 


West Midlands Arts is inviting applications for the above post for a six 
month fixed term appointment to establish a two to three year 
programme of action in support of disabled artists in the region. 


The contract will focus on developing the proposal for a regional 
development co-ordinator and a network of development workers, | 
ensuring accountability and ownership for the programme, drawing up a 
fund-raising plan, commencing a prescribed public relations and 
communication strategy, advising on training, and advising West Midlands 
Arts on future action. 


The sum of £7,000 excluding travel and expenses is offered for 
this work. 


West Midlands Arts is an Equal Opportunities Employer and we 
particularly welcome applications from people with disabilities and from 
individuals of Afro-Caribbean or Asian origin. 


To receive a copy of the brief, please write enclosing an A4 self-addressed 
envelope to Beverley Parker, at: 


WEST MIDLANDS ARTS, 82 GRANVILLE STREET, BIRMINGHAM BI 2LH. 
Closing date for receipt of applications is 29 September 1995. 


Somerset County Council 
/ ’ AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


INCREASING JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Somerset County Council is determined to employ more people with 
disabilities as this is seen as a key way to improve our services to 
members of the public with disabilities. 

We regularly have vacancies of all types at all levels — office, craft and 
manual, professional. Examples of jobs currently being advertised are 
teachers, social workers, care workers, auditor, receptionist, finance 
officer, clerical assistant. Each year we have a few administrative 
training placements, specifically for people with disabilities, aimed at 
improving their opportunity to find employment. 

All disabled applicants who meet the requirements for a post will be 
shortlisted, and offered the opportunity of an informal meeting prior to 
the interview. 

We offer competitive rates of pay, good conditions of employment, 
including a job share scheme, flexible working arrangements, workplace 
nurseries, help and support in the workplace. We are working hard to 
improve accessibility to all our buildings for people with a disability. 

If you would like to be put on our mailing list for a regular kta 
copy of the Authority's Vacancy Bulletin or would like to be ® fs 
considered for any of the positions listed above, contact < 
Julian Bellew on Taunton (01823) 255595. 


TRADING STANDARDS EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK SCIENTIFIC SERVICES FIRE SERVICE 


say 


LIBRARIES PERSONNEL TREASURERS PROPERTY SERVICES SOCIAL SERVICES 


The Disabled Living Centres 
Council (DLCC) 


Administrative 
Assistant 


12 month contract 
_ Part time (25 hours per week) 


| 
Salary £8,294 p.a. (inc. ILW) 


The DLCC is the national representative 
body responsible for advice and guidance to 
39 locally run Disabled Living Centres 
(DLCs) which provide information about and 
demonstration of daily living equipment for 
disabled people. 


We urgently require an ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT to assist us in the day to day 
administration of our new accessible offices 
near Kennington Oval. 


The person we are looking for will have a 
good telephone manner, as the work 
involves answering enquiries from the 
general public, and be able to cope with 
getting the job done on time with a 
minimum of supervision. You will need to be 
able to demonstrate appropriate experience 
of clerical work and basic office 
‘administration, good word-processing skills 
(we use Microsoft Office applications) and 
knowledge of basic book-keeping. 


Further details and application forms from: 
DLCC, 1st Floor, Winchester House, 11 
Cranmer Road, Kennington Park, London 
SW9 6EJ. Tel 0171 700 1707 (24 hour 
answering machine). Informal enquiries 
during office hours to Andrew Burrell on 
the above number. 


Closing date for applications is 5pm on 
Monday 18 September. Interviews to be 
held in London on 27 or 28 September. 


The DLCC positively welcomes 
applications from disabled people. All 
disabled people who meet the minimum 
requirements for this post will be offered 
an interview. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact Richard 
Gresham, Kingslea Press 
Limited, 12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 

Tel 0171- 252 1362. 

Fax: 0171- 237 8019. 


Deadlines for October issue: 
booking by 8 September, 
camera ready artwork/copy 
by 12 September. 


CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS 

ACROSS: 1. Lessing 6. Pithy 
7. War cry 8. Justin 9. Eliot 
10. Mencap 13. Empress 

17. Brie 19. Mind 20. Andrews 
21. Repossess 

DOWN: 1. Lawrence 2. Strain 
3. Irritate 4. Wilson 5. Sheila 
8. James 11. Career 

12. Pressed 14. Maine 

15. Radio 16. Stays 18. Odes 


TRIVIA QUIZ 


ANSWERS 

1. Legendary giants 2. The 
West coast of America 3. Mer- 
cury 4. Venus 5. Brian 6. Bill 
Wyman 7. Edith Wharton 

8. Winona Ryder 9. From the 
Latin salarium, meaning salt, 
with which the Romans were 
paid. 10. Dean Sullivan 


WHOSE FACE IS IT 


ANYWAY? Anthony Hop- 
kins, Barbara Cartland, John 
Cleese, Jasper Carrott 


$3 


Le BS BRAS 5 


Having a disability often has no bearing on your ability to carry out 
a job. And where it has, a little creative thinking in the 
provision of aids or adaptations can make a real difference. 


_At Barnardo’s we're taking positive steps towards recruiting people 
with disabilities to the whole range of posts within our London Division. 
These include staff working directly with children and young people, 
Managers, Secretaries and Administrators. 


We guarantee that Registered/Registerable disabled candidates who 
meet the short-listing criteria for any of our posts will be interviewed. 


__ People who are not disabled will only be considered if it proves 
impossible to find a suitable person with a disability. 


Watch out for our regular advertisements in The Guardian, 
Community Care, The Voice, Care Weekly and local press. 


Your application will be warmly welcomed. 
We're Absolutely Positive of that. 


Barnardos 


Giving children a chance 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


— WORKING TOWARDS — 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME COORDINATOR 


Education Department, South Bristol Community 
Education Office, Merrywood Boys’ School, 
Daventry Road, Knowle, Bristol BS4 1DQ 


Salary: H6 (£19,659-£21,357 per annum) 
Hours: 37 per week, all year round 


Applications are invited from disabled people for the post of 
Community Education Programme Coordinator. The main focus is to 
develop the education and training opportunities for adults who have 
been traditionally excluded or under-represented in education. The 
person appointed will be allocated the programme specialism of 
Disability Equality. Applicants should be able to demonstrate 
understanding of and commitment to Disability Equality principles. 
They should also have experience of consultation and working with a 
range of people and organisations to implement policy and develop 
educational or training strategies. We particularly welcome 
applications from African/Caribbean and Asian people, and disabled 
people, due to their under-representation in the Department. (Race 
Relations Act 1976, Section 38(1)(b) applies). 

For an informal discussion after you have seen the job description, 
please contact Jane Taylor (South Bristol) on (0117) 953 0219. 

For an application form and further details, please contact: 

Director of Education and Head of External Affairs, Personnel 
Section (HQ Unit), PO Box 585, Avon House North, Bristol, BS99 
1RS; or telephone (0117) 9874175/85. (Out of office hours answer 
machine (0117) 9874188). 

Please quote reference number EDU/EOS/09533/6K when 

asking for forms, which must be returned by 15 September 

1995. 


Spinal Injuries Association 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


SALARY TO BE NEGOTIATED 


SIA, the national organisation of spinal cord injured people, has 
undergone an in-depth review of its policies and services and now 
seeks to appoint a Chief Executive to help the Governing Council 
(comprised of spinal cord injured people) consolidate the changes and 
implement its Five Year Plan. 


The new Chief Executive will demonstrate an understanding of 


organisational development and management theory and practice and 
s/he will have experience of senior management in a number of 
settings, including the voluntary sector. S/he will have well developed 
leadership skills and a thorough understanding of disability issues and 
a commitment to user-led services. 


For an information pack and application form contact Mary Ann Tyrrell, 
SIA, Newpoint House, 76 St James’s Lane, Muswell Hill, London N10 
3DF (0181 444 2121). Closing date for applications: 22nd September 
1995. Interviews to be held in the week commencing 9th October 1995. 


Registered Charity No: 267935. PSPINAL | 
SIA is an Equal Opportunities Employer S$ (| 


Classified 31 


Part-time Officer 


Education & Training Department 
(Fixed term to 31 March 1997) 


@ We are looking for an experienced Officer to 
contribute to the development, 
implementation and assessment of the Arts 
Council of England’s policy in support of arts 
training, with particular emphasis on the 
training and employment of disabled people. 

@ The part-time Officer will, with the Director 
of Education & Training, take the lead in the 
Council’s Apprenticeship Scheme, overseeing 
the work of a consultant and initiating 
collaborative work with other arts funding 
providers and funded organisations. We 
therefore feel it is important that we appoint 
a disabled person to this post. 


@ In addition to the above, the postholder will 
take responsibility for other arts 
apprenticeships across all areas of the 
Council’s work as well as encouraging other 
appropriate training initiatives to help raise 
the profile and status of arts training within 
the policy priorities of the Education & 
Training Department. 


@ The ideal applicant should have a background 
in personnel and training, preferably in the 
arts, with a wide knowledge of current 
training and employment issues and 
developments; a practical knowledge of 
disability issues and their relation to the arts 
and its constituency. The postholder will be 
expected to research, write/draft and present 
papers/policies; develop, administrate, manage 
and evaluate projects and to liaise effectively 
with people at all levels. Good general 
knowledge of the arts and ideally the arts 
funding system is also required. 


@ Salary on a scale £8,029-£10,343 per annum 
including a current RRA of £888 per annum 
for a 2.5 day week. Long hours (the Council’s 
overtime scheme) available. 


For further details and an application form 
please send a large (at least 8"x5") self- 
addressed envelope, quoting ref: TRGO, to 
the Personnel Department, Arts Council, 

14 Great Peter Street, London SWIP 3NQ. 
Alternatively, telephone 0171-973 6448 
between 10am and 4pm only. Minicom 
number 0171-973 6564 (for deaf callers only). 
Closing date for receipt of applications: 

29 September 1995. 


This post is a re-advertisement, therefore previous 
applicants need not apply. 


The Arts Council aims to enable everyone to enjoy the 
arts. We are committed to an equal opportunities 
recruitment policy. Registered disabled people are 
currently under-represented within our workforce and 
their applications will be considered first. 


THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND 


oo 


INFORMATION WORKER 


Planet Project 


Hammersmith £17,563 p.a 
Temporary for approximately 2 years 

Planet is an information resource on play, leisure and recreation for 
people with disabilities. Planet aims to increase access to adequate and 
appropriate play, leisure and recreational opportunities for all disabled 
people. The project is a partnership between Save the Children and 
Mencap. 

An Information Worker is required to develop and maintain an : 
information service on play, leisure and recreation for disabled people ~ 
in order to provide information which is relevant and accessible to 
project users. 

The postholder will have experience of setting up and running 
databases (DataEase), office administration, working with disadvantaged 
groups, and play and leisure services. In addition they will need 
effective communication skills, an ability to inform and facilitate learning, 
confidence and sensitivity, and a commitment to equal opportunities. 

This post is funded by Mencap and managed by Save the Children. 

For an application form and job specification please contact 
Personnel Administrator, SCF, 2nd Floor, Cambridge House, 
Cambridge Grove, London W6 OLE. 

Closing date for completed application forms: 22nd September 1995. 

Save the Children aims to be an eS 

equal opportunities employer. 


Save the Children 


@ Working for a better world for children 


Disabilitynow September 1995 
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Ford Motability can help you 


realise your driving ambition. 


With the Ford Motability pro- 
C gramme, you could soon be driving 
a new Ford. 

If you or a member of your family either 
receive the Higher Rate Mobility Allowance, 
or are registered as disabled, you can choose 
from a wide range of Ford cars through 
finance schemes or outright purchase. 

Our most popular scheme includes 
insurance, roadside assistance cover, servicing 
and the reassuring support of one of the 


UK's largest networks of Motability dealers. 

You dont have to be disabled yourself to 
benefit from Ford Motability. Parents, spouses 
or carers of disabled people can also obtain 
vehicles through this Programme. 


Call free on 0800 Ill 222 


(quoting M50) for details of how Ford 
Motability and your nearest Motability dealer 


can help you realise your driving ambition. 


Motability. 


